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Organization and development

This exhibit presents the development of the postal system 
between Quebec City and the Gaspé Peninsula.  It is divided in 
five parts:

1- The English mail: the land route from Quebec to Halifax 
through the Temiscouata portage
	 a.	 The	first	years
	 b.	 The	first	post	offices	
	 c.	 Other	post	offices	created	along	the	route

2- The Kempt road to Gaspé
	 a.	 Early	mail	to	the	Gaspé	Peninsula	(before			
                           1837)
 b. From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbelton
	 c.	 From	Cambelton	to	Percé
	 d.	 	From	Percé	to	Gaspé	Basin

3- Around the peninsula
 a. From Métis to Matane
 b. From Gaspé in direction north east

4- Maritime mail

Scope and importance

This collection presents a unique portrait of the estab-
lishment of the postal system in a huge and disputed 
part of our country  (distance between Quebec and 

Gaspé: 487 miles). In the 1780’s the Canadian postal 
route (from Quebec to Montreal and New York)) was 
truncated without any yearlong opened port to bring 
the mail or receive the news from Europe.  The route 
from Quebec City to Halifax permitted to re-establish 
a postal link to Europe. Until the 1840, our frontier 

with the United States were still largely undefined in 
this area, especially in Madawaska county and in the 
1830’s, war between both countries was  still pos-
sible as shown by the creation of Fort Ingall (Lake 

Temiscouata). Finally, New Brunswick had claims over 
the Baie des Chaleurs area, and moved in the early 
1830’s to include this area in its own postal system. 
So the creation of a postal link to Quebec showed 
the will of the Governor to keep the area under his 

jurisdiction.

Presentation

The covers are shown in chronological order 
within their proper division or subdivision of the 
exhibit. In a few cases two covers might have 
been regrouped on the same page by affinities 
without strictly following the chronology. Photo-

copies are presented within a blue frame

Lower	St.Lawrence	and	Gaspé	Peninsula	Postal	History

An old house in Cape Cove
(from Banque d’images du Centre d’Archives, 

Musée de la Gaspésie)

The discovery of Canada: Cartier 
planting a cross at Gaspe.

(from Banque d’images du Centre 
d’Archives, Musée de la Gaspésie)

The “Rocher Percé”
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The English mail: the land route to Halifax through the 
Temiscouata portage.

From Kirkcudbright (Scotland) to Quebec City, Feb. 25 1795

Other points of interest
“Au commencement de chaque mois il part un paquebot de Falmouth (...) avec une malle à bord pour Québec. Dans les 
mois de l’été, le Paquebot arrête à Halifax”  (Quebec Almanac 1800). The closed bags were dispatched to Quebec on 

their arrival.  Although the Quebec Almanac established the distance between Halifax and Quebec as 797 miles, letters 
were charged 1/8 per sheet.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Kirkcudbright to
Falmouth

507 miles General post of England 1-Kirkcudbright straight 
line

2-Paid 1/9 (manuscript)

8d strlg over 150 miles (eff. 
1784-1801)

1d tax for Scotland
Falmouth to Hali-

fax N.S.
2560 miles Packet Janvrin (left Fal-

mouth March 26, landed at 
Halifax May 3 1795)

Circular marking: Paid 
Mr 2 1795

1/ strlg Packet boat charge.

Halifax to Quebec 797 miles English mail from Halifax Halifax Nova Scotia May 
3 95 split double circle

1/8 cy for a distance between 
601 and 700 miles.
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 The land route to Halifax through the Temiscouata 
portage:	a)	the	first	years.

From Kamouraska to Rivière-des-Caps, Nov. 16,1784

Other points of interest
 At “Rivière-des-Caps” began the long portage that led to Lake Temiscouata and the Madawaska area where many Aca-

dians were settled. Work on this route began during the summer of 1783.

	The	area	covered	by	this	collection

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Kamouraska to
 Rivière-des-Caps

20 miles Privately carried None “Favored” letter
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  The land route to Halifax through the Temiscouata 
portage:	the	first	years. 

From “Madawaska”, now Madawaska, Me. 
to Rivière-des-Caps, June 17 1785.

Other points of interest
This letter from Pierre Dupéré, Acadian voyageur and fur trader, dates from the very first weeks of the establishment of 
Acadian settlers who founded  in June 1785 the actual cities of Edmunston N.B. & Madawaska Me. on both sides of the 
St.John River. The letter is contemporaneous with the opening of the postal road between Halifax and Quebec City, as 

is shown by an extract: “J’ai sus que le portage ettas à se faire”. Notice that at the time Madawaska was a disputed area 
and the territory of Madawaska Me. only passed to the United States through the Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842.

 Canadian internal rates (simple letter) from 1784 to 1867

Distance Sterling rates 
(1765-1851)

Rates in 
“currency”
(1784-1792)

Rates in “cur-
rency”

(1792-1843)

Rates in 
“currency”
(1843-1851)

Rates in 
“currency”
(1851-1859)

Rates in 
“cents”

(1859-1867)

0-	60 4 4½ 4½ 4½ 3 5
61-100 6 7 7 7 3 5

101-200 8 9 9 9 3 5
201-300 10 11 11 11½ 3 5
301-400 1/ 1/1½ 1/2 1/1½ 3 5
401-500 1/2 1/4 1/4 1/4 3 5
501-600 1/4 1/6 1/6 1/6 3 5
601-700 1/6 1/8 1/8 1/8 3 5

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Madawaska Me. to 
Rivière-des-Caps

88 miles Carried by an Acadian voyageur 
through the Temiscouata Portage.

None “Favored” letter
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  The land route to Halifax through the Temiscouata 
portage:	the	first	years. 

From Rivière-des-Caps to Quebec City, Nov. 19,1797

Other points of interest
 “Way letters” along the Halifax postal route are extremely rare. On its arrival, the cover was struck with Que-

bec’s first “Paid” hammer. 

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

From Rivière-des-
Caps to Quebec

110 miles Confided to the postal 
courier “on his way”

1-Manuscript:”1N6”
2- Mark “Paid” in a box

1/6cdcy for 2 sheets on a 
distance between 101 and 200 

miles paid by the sender.
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	b)	the	first	post	offices:	
St-Thomas	(1817)

Other points of interest
 Post offices opened late on the 
Lower Canada side of the route, 

letters were mostly carried by 
private couriers. 

From St-Thomas to
Quebec, Aug 29 1816

From St-Thomas to 
Kingston, Oct 6 1843

Other points of interest
 Note  the manuscript marking 
of Sir E.P.Taché, postmaster at 
St-Thomas and a father of Con-

federation.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

St-Thomas to Quebec
34 miles Privatly carried by a 

certain Mr. Fréchette
Manuscript: “par faveur de 

Mr. Fréchette”
“Favored” cover

(Lower cover) 
St Thomas to Kings-

ton

413 miles In 1843 the mail was 
carried 3 days a week 
between Riv.-du-Loup 

and Quebec. 

Manuscripts:
1) St Thomas 6 octobre 1843

2) 1/4

1/4d cy, for a distance 
between 401 and 500 

miles.
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	b)	the	first	post	offices:	
St-Thomas	(1817)

Other points of interest
 This post office had to wait 25 

years before receiving a first 
hammer!

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

St-Thomas to Mon-
treal

Sept 22 1846

214 miles In the  18430’s the mail 
from St-Thomas was 

carried 3 days a week to 
Quebec.

(Fronts)
St Thomas L.C.  split double 

circle (usage 1842-1853)
(Backs)

Quebec L.C. transit marks
Montreal L.C. receiving 

marks

1/11d cy for ½ to 1 ounce 
on a distance between 201 
and 300 miles, paid by the 

receiver.
(Lower cover) 

St Thomas to Mon-
treal

June 22 1848

11½d cy, simple rate for a 
distance between 201 and 

300 miles.
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	b)	the	first	post	offices:	
St-Thomas	(1817)

Other points 
of interest
After the cre-
ation of a “St. 
Thomas” post 
office in Up-
per Canada, 

St-Thomas L.C. 
took the name 

of “St-Thomas-
en Bas” (1854) 
and finally was 

called “Montma-
gny” from 1858 

on.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) St-Thomas-

en-Bas to Quebec
34 miles In the 1850’s and 60’s the 

mail was carried 6 days a 
week to Quebec. 

St Thomas-en-Bas L.C.  split 
double circle (usage 1854-1858)

“Paid 6” for ½ to 1 ounce 
anywhere in Canada (1851-

59)
(Lower cover) 

Montmagny to Quebec
Montmagny L.C. split circle 

(usage 1858-75)
“Paid 5” simple rate for any-
where in Canada (1859-67)
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	b)	the	first	post	offices:
	Rivière-Ouelle	(1816)

From Rivière 
Ouelle to York,
Dec. 17, 1831

Other points of interest
For a long time there were no 
post offices in Lower Canada 
along the postal road between 

Halifax and Quebec City. It was 
difficult to give the letters to the 
postal carier, because mail was 

delivered at best only every two 
weeks in summer and every 

month in winter. 

Other points of 
interest

  Rate were established 
by the distance and the 
postmaster wrote a bad 
rate at first, defaced it 

and wrote the good one 
over.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) Quebec 

to Rivière Ouelle
Jan 7 1790

78 miles Voyageurs, probably equipped with 
snow shoes in January.

None “Favored letter”

(Lower cover) 
Rivière Ouelle to York 

U.C. Dec. 17, 1831

634 miles In 1831, mail was delivered once 
a week to Quebec City and ev-

ery day from there to York ( now 
Toronto).

Manuscript: “River 
Ouelle 17 déc. 

1831”

1/8 dcy for one sheet be-
tween 601 and 700 miles
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		The	land	route	to	Halifax:	b)	the	first	post	offices:
	Rivière-Ouelle	(1816)

From Quebec to Rivière- Ouelle , May 19,1829

Other points of interest
Riviêre-Ouelle post office opened as early as 1816 but had so little activity before the 1830’s that even the postmaster at 

Quebec couldn’t tell the right rate.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Quebec to 
Rivière Ouelle

78 miles Brought with the mail  for Halifax. 
Service was minimal: “The courier 
is not to be detained more than five 

minutes at any office between Quebec 
and Riv.du Loup”. Excerpt from the 

“Time Bill for 1847”

1- “Quebec Paid” 
(usage 1817-1829) 

2- Quebec “Fleuron” 
(1810-1832) both 

in red.

4½dcy for one sheet on a dis-
tance less than 61 miles, paid 
by the sender. It should have 
been 9dcy as Rivière-Ouelle 
lies at 78 miles from Quebec.
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	b)	the	first	post	offices:	
Rivière	Ouelle	(1816)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover)  Rivière 

Ouelle to Quebec
March 24 1840

78 miles In the  1840’s the mail 
from Rivière Ouelle was 
carried 3 days a week to 

Quebec

Front
1-Rivière Ouelle L.C.  split 
double circle (usage from 

1839)
2- manuscript:”Payé deux 

sols au porteur...”

4/1d cy for 7 sheet on a 
distance between 61 and 
100 miles + 1d (“2 sols”) 

for home delivery in Que-
bec City.

(Lower cover) Rivière 
Ouelle to Quebec

March 23 1853

1-Rivière Ouelle C.E  split 
double circle (usage 1850-59)

3d cy, simple rate for any 
destination in Canada paid 

by the sender. (eff. 1851-
59)
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	b)	the	first	post	offices:	
Kamouraska	(1816)

Other points of interest
The remark “Par faveur de celui qui 
la porte”, reveals that letters were 
carried  by anyone who offered to 

bring them to destination, and it had 
drawbacks as is shown by an extract 
of the letter: “Je n’ai reçu l’ordre que 
cinq jours avant la comparution. Je 

suis informé par Antoine Soussi, hu-
issier que la lettre avait été décacheté 

par M.Casgrain et qui la retenue”.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Quebec to Kamouras-
ka

90 miles Privately carried None “Favored” covers

(Lower cover) 
Kamouraska to Que-

bec

Manuscript:
“Par faveur de celui qui la 

porte”
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	b)	the	first	post	offices:	
Kamouraska	(1816)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Kamouraska to 
Montreal

Oct 29 1844

270 miles In the  18430’s the mail 
from Kamouraska was 

carried 3 days a week to 
Quebec

Kamouraska L.C. double 
split circle: (from 1839)

11½d cy, simple rate for 
a distance between 201 

and 300 miles paid by the 
receiver.

(Lower cover) 
Kamouraska to 

Rimouski
(Dec 10 1856)

90 miles Quebec mail to Rivière-
du-Loup (29 miles)

Rivière-du-Loup to Ri-
mouski (once a week, 61 

miles)

1- Kamouraska C.E. double 
split circle: (1850-75))

2- “Paid” 
3- “6” inverted to make “9”!

9d cy, rate for 1 to 2 ounc-
es anywhere in Canada, 

paid by the sender.
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	
before	1867.			St-Jean-Port-Joli	(1827)

Other points of interest
 Manuscript markings of Simon Fraser, postmaster at St-Jean-Port-Joli (1832-39).  He wrote either “Joli” (top cov-

er) or “Joly” (bottom cover)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
St-Jean-Port-Joli to 

Quebec
1- May 15 1833
2- Apr 11 1835

54 miles In the first years, the 
mail left St-Jean-Port-Joli 
once a week for Quebec 
(cf. Quebec Almanac)

Manuscript: “St Jean 
Port Joli”

1/10½dcy for 9 sheets for a dis-
tance less than 61 miles

Plus 1dcy for home delivery in 
Quebec City

Manuscript:“St Jean 
Port Joly”

4½dcy for one sheet for a distance 
less than 61 miles .



15

The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	
before	1867.			St-Jean-Port-Joli	(1827)

Other points of 
interest 

Manuscript mark-
ing of C.F.Fournier 

postmaster at St-Jean-
Port-Joli (1842-47).  

The name of the top 
cover  postmaster is 
not known. It might 

be Simon Fraser’s 
assistant.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Top cover

St-Jean-Port-Joli to 
Quebec

54 miles In winter with a sleigh 
once a week to Quebec. 
(cf, Mail contract regis-

ters)

Manuscript: “St Jean Port Joli 
12 février 1840”

9dcy for two sheets on a 
distance less than 61 miles 

.

Lower cover 
St-Jean-Port-Joli to 

Kingston

433 miles In summer once a week 
with a “wheel carriage” 

Manuscript: “St Jean Port Joli 
10 juin 1842”

“Forwarded” and Quebec 
transit mark “June 12 1842”

1/4d cy, simple rate for a 
distance between 401 and 

500 miles.
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	
before	1867.			St-Jean-Port-Joli	(1827)

Other points of interest 
Note  the signature of  Marie E. 
Fournier, postmaster at St-Jean-

Port-Joli from 1870 to 1896.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) St-Jean-
Port-Joli to Quebec

May 2 1865

54 miles Mail was then carried 6 
days a week to Quebec

Double broken circle “St-Jean-
Port-Joli L.C.” (first hammer 
for this post office). Usage: 

1853-1881

5c paid by the send-
er for anywhere in 

Canada

At bottom: certificate 
ofpost office registration

Given to the sender
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	
before	1867.			St-Roch-des-Aulnaies	(1827)

From Québec to St-Roch, June 11 1801

From St-Roch to 
Quebec, 

Sept 7 1822 

Other points of interest
 Before the opening of the post 

office in 1827, almost every letter 
was sent “favored”.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Quebec to St-Roch
68 miles Privately delivered either 

by a voyageur or a boat’s 
captain.

None None (“favored letters”)

(Lower cover) 
St Thomas to Montreal
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	
before	1867.			St-Roch-des-Aulnaies	(1827)

Other points of interest
The first hammer, spelled “St 

Roc-des Aunais” was used from 
1842 to 1854 and from 1862 to 

1879. Its first period of usage is 
rare.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) St-Roch-des-

Aulnaies to Rimouski
Sept 11 1851

111 miles 3 times a week, on the arrival 
of the mail at Rivière-du-

Loup, were carried mails for 
Rimouski and Metis

Double broken circle 
“St-Roc-des-Aunais L.C.” 

(first hammer for this 
post office). Usage: 1842-

1879

1/cy Quadruple rate 
paid by the receiver for 

anywhere in Canada

At bottom:  St-Roch-des-
Aulnaies to St-Jean-Port-

Joli

Mail delivered 6 days a week 3c (simple rate) paid 
by stamp.
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	
before	1867.			St-Roch-des-Aulnaies	(1827)

Other points of 
interest

 The second ham-
mer was used from 

1854  to 1861.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

St-Roch-des-Aulnaies to  
Toronto March 9 1857

625 miles In the  1850’s the mail 
from St-Roch was 

brought 6 days a week to 
Quebec.

Mail left everyday for 
Montreal and Toronto.

Double split circle “St-
Roch-des-Aunais C.E”

“Paid” and “3”

3d simple rate for any-
where in Canada, paid by 

the sender.
(Lower cover) 

St-Roch-des-Aulnaies to  
Quebec Feb 12 1861

69 miles Double split circle “St-
Roch-des-Aunais C.E”

14c, rate for ½ ounce, for 
anywhere in Canada, paid 

by the receiver.



20

The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	
before	1867.			St-Anne-de-la-Pocatière	(1831)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

La Pocatière to Mon-
treal

Jul 5 1851

254 miles After 1851 mail was 
carried 6 days a week to 

Quebec.
It left Quebec everyday 

for Montreal

Both covers:
Double circle “Saint Anne la 

Pocataire L.C”
Upper cover:

Quebec City and Montral 
“Money letter” markings

6dcy for ½ to 1 ounce. 
There was no charge for 

“Money letters”

(Lower cover) 
La Pocatière to Que-

bec
Oct 5 1852

74 miles 3dcy, simple rate for any 
destination in Canada.
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	before	1867.			
St-Anne-de-la-Pocatière	(1831),	St-André	(1832)

From St-André to 
Québec, 

June 22 1858

Other points of interest
The proof strike shows that this 

marking was inscribed “St-André 
C.W.” The postmaster had the 

“W” retired to avoid confusion.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

La Pocatière to Qué-
becJan 16 1864

74 miles After 1851 mail was 
carried 6 days a week to 

Quebec.

1-Split double circle “Ste-
Anne-la-Pocatière L.C.” 

(Usage: 1854-68)
2- “FREE” marking

Letters addressed to the 
seat of government were 

free after 1855.

(Lower cover) 
St-André (Kamouras-

ka)to Québec

109 miles Split double circle “St-André 
C. “  (Usage 1849-68)

3d simple rate for any des-
tination in Canada, paid 

by the receiver.
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The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	
before	1867.			Rivière-du-Loup	en	Bas	(1832)

From Rivière-du-Loup en Bas to Rimouski, Nov 20 1847

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Rivière-du-Loup en 
Bas to Rimouski

66 miles Mail was delivered 3 days a 
week from Rivière-du-Loup to 

Rimouski and Metis

Double circle: “Rivière-du-
Loup en Bas L.C. “ Usage 

1833-1849

7dcy simple rate 
on a distance be-
tween 61 and 100 

miles
(Lower cover) 

Rivière-du-Loup en 
Bas  to Quebec (Sept 

8 1859)

114 miles Mail was then delivered 6 days a 
week to Quebec.

Handwritten “Très pressé” and 
stamped “Too-late”!

1- Split double circle “Riv-
ière-du-Loup en Bas C.E.” 

Usage: 1849-1895
2- “Too-late” and “7”

7c, simple rate for 
any destination in 

Canada paid by 
the receiver.
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		The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	
opened	before	1867.			Berthier-en-Bas	(1832)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Berthier-en-Bas to 
Quebec  Feb 7 1853

26 miles In the  1850’s  mail was 
carried  6 days a week 

to Quebec and everyday 
from there to Montreal

Both covers:
1-Double circle “Berthier-en-

Bas L.C. “ marking. Usage: 
1847-65

2- “Paid” and “3” hammers

3dcy for any destination in 
Canada paid by the sender.

(Lower cover) 
Berthier-en-Bas to 
Montreal March 7 

1856

206 miles
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	before	1867.			
L’Islet	(1834)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

L’Islet to Québec
Nov 15 1835

48 miles In 1835 mail was carried 
once a week to Quebec.

Manuscript postmark of 
James Ballantyne, first post-

master of “L’Islet” 

Both covers:
9dcy for 2 sheets on a 

distance less than 61 miles. 
Paid by he receiver.(Lower cover) 

L’Islet to Québec
June 13 1842

In 1842, it was carried 
twice a week (cf. Quebec 

Almanac)

Double circle “L’Islet L.C.” 
Usage: 1841-1843 
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	
opened	before	1867.			L’Islet	(1834)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

L’Islet to Kingston
Feb 3 1844

427 miles Mail was carried twice 
a week for Quebec and 
from there everyday to 

Montreal and Upper 
Canada.

Split double circle “L’Islet 
LC.” (larger type) usage: 

1842-1853

1/4dcy rate for one sheet 
for a distance between 401 
and 500 miles, paid by the 

receiver.

(Lower cover) 
L’Islet to Toronto

Apr 19 1859

604 miles Mail was then delivered 
6 days a week to Quebec

1-Split double circle “L’Islet 
LC.” (smaller type) usage: 

1852-1883
2- “Free “marking

After 1855 mail sent to the 
seat of government went 

free.
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	
opened	before	1867.			L’Islet	(1834)

Other points of interest
 Rare 19th century letter from Anticosti Island. Written by his employees to C.F.X. Baby of Quebec who was the contrac-

tor for the reparation of the old lighthouse at Anticosti Island. Carried to L’Islet by a passing schooner’s captain. The 
village of L’Islet is famous for its sailors. 

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Anticosti Isl. to L’Islet about 400 

miles
By a passing boat, 

probably a schooner.
None “Favoured” letter

L’Islet to Québec 48 miles Mail was then deliv-
ered 6 days a week to 

Quebec

Split double circle “L’Is-
let LC.” (smaller type) 

usage: 1852-1883

3dcy simple rate for any 
destination in Canada
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	
opened	before	1867.			Lake	Temiscouata	(1840)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Quenec to Lake Te-

miscouata
144 miles Mail was brought twice 

a week to Lake Temis-
couata

Quebec L.C split double 
circle.

“Paid” “9”

9dcy for one sheet for a 
distance between 101 and 

200 miles.

Other points of interest
Because of the tensions on the boundary with the United States, a British garrison was stationed at Fort Ingall, now 

Cabano on Lake Temiscouata. The post office was the last before New Brunswick on the way to Halifax.
The subject of the letter is interesting. The surgeon at Lake Temiscouta had a soldier suffering from tuberculosis and 

asked if he could administer wine. The answer from the surgeon in Quebec reads as follow: “In cases of Phtisis we use 
little wine, generally (...) finding it excites coughing. We prefer Sulphuric Acid drinks as more tonic..”
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	
opened	before	1867.			Lake	Temiscouata	(1840)

Other points of 
interest

Both covers are signed 
by G.Dall who was 
first responsible for 

the postal “stage” and 
later postmaster at Lake 

Temiscouata.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Lake Temiscouata to 
Lincoln N.B.
Oct 27 1852

220 miles Mail was carried from 
Rivière-du-Loup to 

Grand Falls twice (1852) 
or three times (1864) a 
week either  on horse-
back or with a canoe.

From there it joined the 
New Brunswick postal 

system.

Manuscript marking “Temis-
couata”

+ Edmunston, Woodstock, 
and Fredericton transit 

marks.

3dcy paid by the sender, 
simple interprovincial rate 

(1851-60)

(Lower cover) 
Lake Temiscouata to 

Fredericton N.B.
Sept 13 1864

215 miles “Lake Temiscouata L.C.” 
double split circle. Usage: 

1854-64
+ Same New Brunswick tran-

sit marks as above.

5c paid by the sender, 
simple interprovincial rate 

(1860-67).
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	The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	
before	1867.			St-Michel	(1841)

Other points of 
interest 

The (manuscript) “Way” 
marking indicates that this 
letter was delivered to the 

postal courier “on his way” 
somewhere between Quebec 

and St-Michel where the 
hammer was applied. For 
some reason the postmas-
ter at St-Michel decided to 
charge for a total distance 

less than 61 miles!

Other points of 
interest

Note the reception mark 
from Quebec from the 

same day!

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

St-Michel to Rivière 
Ouelle Aug 5 1842

More than 
63 miles

In 1842 mail was 
carried twice a week.

Manuscript “Way”
Split double circle “St-Michel 

L.C.” Usage: 1839-1853

4½dcy for one sheet on 
a distance less than 61 

miles
(Lower cover) 

St-Michel to Quebec 
Jan 9 1861

26 miles Mail was now car-
ried 6 days a week to 

Quebec

Split double circle “St-Michel 
L.C.” Usage: 1855-1874

(Back) Split circle “Quebec 
L.C” 

7c, single rate for any-
where in Canada, paid 

by the receiver.
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		The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	
before	1867.			St-Denis-de-la	Bouteillerie	(1848)

Other points of 
interest

 This post office opened in 
1848 as “St-Denis-de-la-

Bouteillerie, it was re-
named “St-Denis-en-Bas” 

for a short period.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

St-Denis (Kamouras-
ka) to Quebec Apr 23 

1853

88 miles In the  1850’s and 1860’s 
mail was carried  6 days 

a week.

Double split circle “St-Denis-
de-la-Bouteillerie C.E”

3dcy for any destination 
in Canada paid by the 

receiver

(Lower cover) 
St-Denis (Kamouras-

ka) to Kamouraska 
Dec 1 1873

6 miles 1- Double split circle “St-De-
nis-en-Bas L.C.”

2 “5”

5c for any destination in 
Canada paid by the sender.
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		The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	
before	1867.		Cap	St-Ignace	(1849)

Other points of interest
The perpetual bad state of roads 
was an impediment to the devel-
opment of this area, here Mr. de 
Beaujeu states that he can’t make 
it to the court in Quebec City: “ma 

faible santé, mon âge ne me permets pas 
de faire le voyage  dans des chemins que 
les hommes ont de la peine à sentirer à 

pieds”.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Cap St-Ignace to 
Quebec Apr 12 1800

43 miles Privately carried to 
Quebec

None “Favoured letter”

(Lower cover) 
Cap St-Ignace to 

Quebec Jul 11 1854

Mail was carried 6 times 
a week to Quebec.

“Cap St-Ignac C.E’ Usage 
1850-1862

3dcy for any destination in 
Canada paid by the sender.
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		The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	
before	1867.			St-Vallier	(1852)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

St-Vallier to Quebec 
Jan 18 1858

21 miles Mail was carried  6 days 
a week.

The upper cover was 
carried over the snow 
bridge between Lévis 

and Quebec.

Both covers
Double split circle “St-Vallier 

L.C”
Usage: 1853-1877

Top cover: “6”

6dcy for ½ to one ounce 
for any destination in Can-

ada paid by the receiver.
(Lower cover) 

St-Vallier to Quebec 
Nov 5 1877

1c internal postcard  rate
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		The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	
before	1867.		Lauzon	(1853)	

Other points of 
interest

This post office was opened 
as “Point-Levi-East” and 

became “Lauzon” on Aug 1 
1867. Note the remark “with 
speed”. The  receiving mark 

from Montreal is dated Oct 22.

Other points of interest
Although the change of name 

occurred a full month after 
Confederation, the new ham-
mer had been ordered a few 

months before and the province 
was indicated as “C.E” instead 

of “Que”.
The special rate of 1c was only 
valid for Lévis directly in front 
of Quebec. The rate for Lauzon 
should have been 3c. The ad-

dress was (voluntary?) confus-
ing: “Quartier Lauzon, Ville de 

Lévis”.

Route Distance Means of 
transport

Markings Rate

(Top cover) 
Point-Levi-East to 

Montreal
Oct 20 1857

184 miles Mail was 
carried  6 

days a week. 
It left Quebec 
for Montreal 

every day

1- “Point-Levi-East L.C” double split circle.
2- “3”

3dcy for any destina-
tion in Canada paid by 

the receiver

(Lower cover) 
Quebec to Lauzon 

Sept 6 1876

4 miles Front: Quebec Que split circle
Rear: 1-Levis C.E split circle (Usage 1863-

1890)
2- Lauzon C.E  splt circle (Usage 1870-1883)

1c special rate from 
Quebec to Lévis (mis-

used).
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		The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	
before	1867.			L’Anse-à-Gilles	(1858)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
1- Isle-aux-Grues to 

L’Anse-à-Gilles 
Jan 10 1870

5 miles Mail was carried nor-
mally to Montmagny on 
a boat. For some reason 

this was brought to 
L’Anse-à-Gilles.

1- Double split circle “Isle-
aux-Grues L.C.” Usage: 

1856-70
2- “Free”

Charged “Free” at the 
point of departure.

L’Anse-à-Gilles split circle. 
Usage: 1859-732- L’Anse-à-Gilles to 

L’Islet
4 miles 3 times a week “in a 

cariole in winter” cf. mail 
contract

In Quebec the “Free” was 
defaced and replaced by a 
“5” for 5 cents due by the 

receiver. 
This was the unpaid letter 

rate beginning in 1870.

3- L’Islet to Quebec 51 miles Mail was carried 6 times 
a week.

1-Two ring “3” obliterator of 
Quebec 

2- Handstruck “5”
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		The	land	route	to	Halifax:	c)		other	post	offices	opened	before	
1867.		Trois-Saumons	(1854)	and	Village-des-Aulnaies	(1863)	

Other points of interest 
Note the “Free” hand stamp. 
Provincial Legislative coun-
cil members had no right to 

franking privilege. So the letter 
was finally charged 5c to the 

receiver.

Other points of interest
 Isle-aux-Coudres lies 20 miles 
from Village-des-Aulnaies. But 

Isle-aux-Coudres was linked 
to the north shore postal route 
and all mail had to go through 
Quebec. So the total distance 
was 143 miles instead of 20.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Trois-Saumons to 
Quebec

Feb 3 1875

55 miles Mail was carried  6 
days a week. 

Double split circle “Trois-Sau-
mons L.C”  Only reported in 

1875.

5 cents due by the receiver. 
This was the unpaid letter 

rate beginning in 1870.

(Lower cover) 
1- Village-des-Aul-

naies to Isle-aux-Cou-
dres

 Dec 10 1869

143 miles Split circle “Village-des-Aulnaies 
C.E” Usage: 1863-80

“Paid 3” hand struck mark.
Back: 

Quebec split circle marking.

Paid 3, simple rate for any 
destination in Canada.
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The	Kempt	road	to	Gaspé		a)	Early	mail	to	the	Gaspé	
Peninsula	(before	1837)	

From Québec to Gaspé, Feb 18 1786

Other points of interest
“Le Sieur Barbier n’ayant pas voulu prendre ma lettre, à moins d’une piastre, Je n’ai pas profité de son occasion mais la présente 

vous sera remise par le Sieur Mercier.” This extract shows us that “favored” letters weren’t always carried for free. Very few 
voyageurs dared to travel such long distances on snow shoes in winter.

Many ships wintered in the safe harbor of Gaspé during the winter, the crew lived in barracks on the shore. Here  the 
ship-owner Louis Chaperon ask his captain to bring fresh fish and oysters in springtime to Quebec as soon as he can.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Quebec to Gaspe 487 miles By a voyageur, who traveled 
in winter with snow shoes.

None “Favoured” cover
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	The	Kempt	road	to	Gaspé		a)	Early	mail	to	the	Gaspé	
Peninsula	(before	1837)	

From New Carlisle to New Johnstown, Sept 26 1789

Other points of interest
The sender, Donald Munro writes that his son Hugh Munro was named  postmaster of “Baie des Chaleurs”. It is not 

clear where the post office stood as Hugh Munro was established on the New Brunswick’s shore of the bay at that 
time. Mail was then scarcely delivered from “Baie des Chaleurs” as is indicated in the Quebec Almanach of 1791: “On 

achemine des Malles pour les Établissements de Gaspé, la Baie des Chaleurs, etc. selon le besoin et l’occasion.”

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

New Carlisle to 
Montreal

560 miles Probably privately carried to Montreal and 
posted from there.

Manuscript “To 
the care of the 
postmaster at 

Montreal”.

Franking privilege of 
the postmaster John 

Munro, postmaster at 
New Johnstown.

Montreal to New 
Johnstown (near 
Cornwall Ont.)

82 miles In 1789, post offices were created in what is 
now Ontario, the mail was carried only once 

a month on the first Monday. The marking in-
dicates that this letter was mailed on Tuesday, 
Dec 8 at Montreal’s post office, its departure 

was then delayed until January 1790! 

Straight line 
marking “Mon-
treal Decr 8“ in 
usage from 1789 

to 1792
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	The	Kempt	road	to	Gaspé		a)	Early	mail	to	the	Gaspé	
Peninsula	(before	1837)	

From Gaspé to Quebec City, Dec. 30, 1815

Other points of interest  
It seems that a courier left the Gaspé Peninsula every winter with the mail for Quebec and came back with Quebec’s 

mail, he charged the outrageous amount of 3 shillings per half ounce! These covers are extremely rare. 

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Gaspé to Quebec 487 miles Carried in winter  
by a postal courier 

equipped with snow 
shoes

Manuscript “3N” 3/cy (basic rate) be-
tween Gaspe Peninsula 
and Quebec, in winter, 

before 1825. 
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	The	Kempt	road	to	Gaspé		a)	Early	mail	to	the	Gaspé	
Peninsula	(before	1837)	

From  Quebec City to Gaspé, Feb.3 1818

Other points of interest  
Very little is known on the delivery 

of mail to the Gaspé area before 1825 
(opening of a post office at Miramichi). 
Normally postal routes were explained 

in the Quebec Almanac and for the 
1815-1818 period it offers the name of 

a certain Henry Johnson as postmaster 
of Gaspé but gives no indication on 

how,  when  or even if mail was deliv-
ered to the area.

This cover was carried by the winter 
mail courier on his return trip from 
Quebec. It seems that he charged by 

the weight instead of the usual charge 
by sheet prevalent at that time. The 
total rate amounts to about $3 of the 

time.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

 Gaspé to Quebec 487 miles Carried in winter  
by a postal courier 

equipped with snow 
shoes.

(Front) Manuscript  “12N” 
and “1oz”, 

(Rear) Fleuron marking from 
Quebec “Fe 3 1818”

12/cy ( for the quadru-
ple rate) between Gaspe 
Peninsula and Quebec, 
in winter, before 1825.
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	The	Kempt	road	to	Gaspé		a)	Early	mail	to	the	Gaspé	
Peninsula	(before	1837)	

From New Carlisle to Quebec City, 17 Jan. 1819 

Other points of interest
 Even though Carleton lies about 150 miles nearer to Quebec than Gaspé, the courier who carried the mail in winter 

charged always 3 shillings by half ounce.  The post office at Baie-des-Chaleurs was situated at Carleton and re-
opened since 1804. 

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

New Carlisle to 
Carleton

382 miles Carried privately from New Carlisle 
to Carleton (52 miles) and brought to 
Quebec in winter  by a postal courier 

equipped with snow shoes. Distance from 
Carleton to Quebec: 330 miles

Manuscript  “Dou-
ble 6N”. 

6/cy ( for the double 
winter rate) between 

Baie des Chaleurs and 
Quebec, before 1825. 
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	The	Kempt	road	to	Gaspé		a)	Early	mail	to	the	Gaspé	
Peninsula	(before	1837)	

 From “Bay Chaleur” to Fredericton, April 29 1830

Other points of interest
A- Rates: The inland distance from Carleton to Miramichi is about 150 miles (rate 9dcy), but through Baie des 

Chaleurs it lowers to about 100 miles which explains the 7dcy rate. So we can reasonably assume that the cover was 
carried by a boat. In the first years, the courier between Miramichi and Fredericton insisted on being paid 1/cy for 

every letter he carried.

B-Other points: The post office called “Bay Chaleur” was situated in Carleton, mail for Lower Canada was then 
carried to Fredericton, joining the Halifax road at that point. This is probably the most beautiful example (ex des 

Rivières) of the rare “Bay Chaleur” postmark.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

From Carleton to 
Miramichi through 
“Baie-des-Chaleurs”  
and from Miramichi 
to Fredericton by the 

postal courier.

300+ miles A postal route was 
opened between Mira-
michi and Fredericton 
in 1825. The letter was 
probably brought from 
Carleton through Baie 
des Chaleurs on a boat. 

Markings: 
Special fancy hammers “Bay 

Chaleur” (usage 1830-
1832) and Miramichi (us-

age:1828-1834), Manuscript 
markings “7”, “1N” and 

“1N7”

7dcy between Carleton 
and Miramichi (between 

61 and 100 miles).
1/cy special rate between 
Miramichi and Freder-

icton.
Total 1/7dcy paid by the 

receiver.
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The	Kempt	road	to	Gaspé		a)	Early	mail	to	the	Gaspé	
Peninsula	(before	1837)	

 From Carleton to Quebec Dec 3 1833

Other points of interest
 “Mails for Baie Chaleur and Gaspé are sent only two or three times in the course of the winter by Special Expresses, 

there being no established line of Post upon that route.” Quebec Almanac 1831
Probably because there was no exchange office, the Quebec rate was added to New Brunswick rate (1/2 cy) for a total 
of 2/6 per sheet (or 5/cy for two sheets).  The normal rate for a distance between 701 and 8oo miles should have been 

1/8cy per sheet for a total of 3/4cy.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Carleton to
 Fredericton

more than 
250 miles

Winter special express Manuscript “Carleton” Us-
age: 1831-1834

“5N” manuscript

!/2cy for one sheet be-
tween 301 and 400 miles

Fredericton to 
Quebec

427 miles Mail was send every 
week between Halifax 

and Quebec.

None 1/4 for one sheet be-
tween 401 and 500 miles
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 The Kempt road to Gaspé  
b) From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbellton:

Cacouna	(1832)

Other points of 
interest

Notice the spelling varia-
tions of this name, The “Co-
cona” double circle is rare in 

private collections.
All mail from the Levis area 

going east had to be pro-
cessed in Quebec.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top cover
Cacouna to Quebec

Nov. 21 1832

120 miles The postal route was ex-
tended east from Rivière-
du-Loup to Rimouski in 

1832.

 Rare manuscript “Kakouna” 6/9cy for nine sheets 
between 101 and 200 

miles paid by the 
receiver.

Lower cover
New Liverpool to 

Cacouna
Jul 17 1853

125 miles Mail was carried three 
times a week from Riv-

ière-du-Loup.

Front: Split double circle 
“New Liverpool L.C”

Back: Quebec transit mark
“Cocona L.C” double circle.

3dcy for any destina-
tion in Canada paid 

by the sender.
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
b) From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbellton:

Cacouna	(1832)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Cacouna to Brockville
Aug 19 1851

503 miles Mail was carried once 
a week between Riv.
du-Loup and Metis 

in 1846, but 5 times a 
week in the late 1850’s

Double Split circle “Cacona L.C” 
(larger type) Usage: 1842-1854

3dcy for any desti-
nation in Canada

(Lower cover) 
Montreal to Cacouna

Jul 15 1865

300 miles Front: Montreal tombstone marking.
Back: Double Split circle “Cacona 

L.C” (smaller type) Usage: 1856-1870
Quebec transit mark

1/4d cy, for a dis-
tance between 401 

and 500 miles.
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
b) From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbellton:

Isle	Verte	(1832)

Other points of interest
The postmaster of Isle-Verte, 

Louis Bertrand, obviously 
disliked his first hammer and 

preferred manuscript markings 
until he received a new hammer 

in 1845.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Isle-Verte to Quebec
May 23 1834

132 miles Very little is known on the means 
of transportation or frequency 
of mail delivery between Riv.-

du-Loup and Metis before 1839 
when it was  mentioned for the 

first time in the Quebec almanac.

Double circle “Isle-
Verte L.C.” Usage 1834-

45 (earliest known 
example of this rare 

marking))

9dcu for one sheet on 
a distance between 101 
and 200 miles paid by 

the receiver.

(Lower cover) 
Isle-Verte to Quebec

March 4 1836

Manuscript “Isle Verte” 
marking

Usage 1832-48

11½d cy, simple rate for 
a distance between 101 

and 200 miles.
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   The Kempt road to Gaspé  
b) From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbellton:

Isle	Verte	(1832)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Isle-Verte to Toronto

March 10 1858 
688 miles Mail was know carried 

“in a horse vehicle” 6 
days a week to Rivière-

du-Loup.

Front: Isle-Verte double split 
circle Usage: 1845-69

“Free” hand struck marking
Rear: Quebec transit mark 

“Mar 12 1858”

Letter sent to the seat of 
government were free 

since 1855.
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   The Kempt road to Gaspé  
b) From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbellton:

Trois-Pistoles		(1832)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Trois-Pistoles to 

Québec
May 2 1833

146 miles Very little is known on the means 
of transportation or frequency 
of mail delivery between Riv.-

du-Loup and Metis before 1839 
when it was  mentioned for the 

first time in the Quebec almanac.

Manuscript:
1- “3 Pistoles”

 Usage: 1832-33
2-  Payé 4/6”

4/6cy for 6 sheet of 
papers on a distance 
between 101 and 200 

miles. (single rate: 9dcy  
x6= 54dcy= 4/6cy)
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    The Kempt road to Gaspé  
b) From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbellton:

Trois-Pistoles		(1832)

Other points of 
interest 

Note the hand written 
remark at the bottom: “Pour 

être affranchi aux 3 Pis-
toles”. The letter was “fa-

vored” from its (unknown)
origin to Trois-Pistoles.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Trois-Pistoles to Quebec
Apr 13 1837

146 miles In 1847 mail was carried once 
a week from Trois-Pistoles to 

Rivière-du-Loup. Following the 
mail contract it was carried “in 

a light cart or Calèche”,

Double circle 
Trois-Pistoles 

L.C.

2/3 dcy paid by the sender 
for 3 sheets on a distance 

between 101 and 200 miles.
(Lower cover) 

Trois-Pistoles to Rivière-
du-Loup

Oct 18 1847

32 miles 4½dcy for one sheet on a 
distance less than 61 miles.
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    The Kempt road to Gaspé  
b) From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbellton:

Trois-Pistoles		(1832)

Other points of interest
A new post office, three miles 
east of the old one, was estab-
lished at Trois-Pistoles in 1855.

The old post office wasn’t closed 
but instead, it was renamed 

“Rivière-Trois-Pistoles” and it 
received the marking shown 

below.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Trois-Pistoles to Riv-
ière-du-Loup
Dec 8 1871

35 miles Mail was carried six days 
a week to Quebec

Split circle Trois-Pistoles C.E. 1c, post card rate, for ev-
erywhere in Canada.

(Lower cover) 
Rivière-Trois-Pistoles 
to Quebec Dec 2 1871

146 miles Double Split circle 
Riv:Trois-Pistoles L.C”

“Paid 3 hammer”

3c, basic letter rate for 
anywhere in Canada.
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     The Kempt road to Gaspé  
b) From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbellton:

Bic		(1832)

Other points of 
interest

Manuscript “Bic” is not 
a postmark but a private 

notation.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Upper cover) 
Bic  to Quebec.

?/?/1822

179 miles There was no postal road to Bic (near Rimouski) 
before 1832. The letter had to be brought private-
ly and given to the postal courier “on his way” at 
the end of the Temiscouata Portage, somewhere 

between Notre-Dame-du-Portage and St-An-
dré-de-Kamouraska (108 miles from Quebec).

Hand written “9” 9dcy for one 
sheet on a dis-
tance between 
101 and 200 

miles charged 
to he receiver.

(Lower cover) 
Bic to Quebec

Mr 14 1860

Mail was carried 6 days a week to Riv. du Loup “in 
a horse Vehicle” (excerpt from the mail contract)

Double split circle 
“Bic L.C” 

Usage 1856-1877

5c letter 
rate for any 

destination in 
Canada.
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
b) From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbellton:

Rimouski		(1832)

Other points of interest 
Rimouski (early spelling “Rimousky”) was founded in 1701. It was at the eastern limit of the seigniorial  concessions 

during the French Regime. The postal road only reached Rimouski in 1832. This is by far the oldest letter sent to 
this area in a private collection. 

The public notary Jacques Colin of Kamouraska described the hardships of his trip to Rimouski: “L’inconstance des 
temps et le mauvais chemins mont empêché d’aller plutost que n’ay fait à Rimousky”.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Rimouski to Quebec 
City, Nov. 24 1784

180 miles Privately carried to Quebec at 
the end of November.

None “Favoured letter”
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
b) From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbellton:

Rimouski		(1832)

Other points of interest
 Note the initials “P”(ierre) 

“G”(auvreau) of the first post-
master of Rimouski. 

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 
Rimouski to 

Quebec
24/12/1834

180 miles Very little is known on the means of trans-
portation or frequency of mail delivery 
between Riv.-du-Loup and Metis before 

1839 when it was  mentioned for the first 
time in the Quebec almanac.

Double circle “Ri-
mouski L.C”

Usage: 1833-49
“Paid” device

9dcy for one sheet 
on a distance be-

tween 101 and 200 
miles.

(Lower cover) 
Rimouski to 

Montreal
4/3/49

360 miles In 1849 the mail from Rimouski was 
carried 2 days a week to Quebec (Monday 

and Friday)

Double circle “Ri-
mouski L.C”

Usage: 1833-49
Manuscript “1N1½”

1/1 ½ d cy for ½ to 1 
ounce on a distance 

between 301 and 400 
miles, paid by the 

receiver.
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
b) From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbellton:

Rimouski		(1832)

Other points of 
interest

The rate was 3c for ½ ounce 
prepaid and 5c unpaid. Here 
the letter weighted between 
½ and 1 ounce and 3c were 

prepaid. So it was considered 
“unpaid” (total rate 10c) and 

a penalty of 7c was charged to 
the receiver!

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Rimouski to Montreal
Mr 19 1845

360 miles In 1845 mail had to ar-
rive “on time on Friday” 
at Riv.-du-Loup (from 

Métis), to be dispatched 
to Quebec.

Double circle “Rimouski L.C”
Usage: 1833-49

1/1 ½ d cy for ½ to 1 
ounce on a distance 

between 301 and 400 
miles, paid by the re-

ceiver.
(Lower cover) 

Rimouski to Quebec
Oct 5 1870

180 miles Mail was carried six days 
a week

Double circle “Rimouski L.C”
Usage: 1833-49

Handstamped “7”

See note below
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
b) From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbellton:

Ste-Luce	(1836)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Ste-Luce to Quebec
March 6 1850

194 miles Mail was brought to 
Quebec  (through Riv.

du-Loup) twice a week, it 
arrived every Wednesday 

and Saturday.

Large split double circle “St-
Luce L.C.” Usage: 1839-1850

“Paid” hand stamp

1/6dcy for two sheets on 
a distance between 101 
nd 200 miles. Paid by 

the sender.
(Lower cover) 

Ste-Luce to Quebec
Jan 21 1851

Smaller split double circle “St-
Luce C.E” Usage: 1850-56

Manuscript: “Trais présse”(sic)

Same rate, but paid by 
the receiver.
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
b) From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbelllton:

Ste-Luce	(1836)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Ste-Luce to Rimouski
Dec 6 1854

14 miles From 1858 on mail was 
carried 6 times a week “in a 
horse vehicle” (mail contract 

of Ant. Desjardins).
“Too late” means that the 

mail bag was already closed 
when the letter was brought 

to the post office.

Smaller split double circle 
“St-Luce C.E” Usage: 1850-56

3dcy simple rate for 
any destination in Can-
ada. Paid by the sender

(Lower cover) 
Ste-Luce to Quebec

Apr 8 1863

194 miles Smaller split double circle 
“Ste-Luce L.C” Usage: 1858-

81
Hand stamps: “Registered”, 

“Too Late”
Manuscript: “Très pressé”

7c unpaid letter rate.
The register fee of 1c 

was paid by the sender.
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Other points of interest
  In the 1860’s delivery of the 
mail went much faster. This 

letter , mailed on SP 23, reached 
Quebec on the 24th and Montre-
al on the 25th. It probably took 
the train from Riv.-du-Loup to 
Quebec and again from there to 

Montreal.

  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
b) From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbellton:

Métis		(1836)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Métis to Rimouski
May 15 1839

27 miles Mail was brought to and 
from Métis once a week. 
cf Quebec Almanack 1839

Double Circle “Metis L.C.”
Usage 1839-1856 (rare in private 

collections)

4½dcy for one sheet on 
a distance less than 61 

miles.
(Lower cover) 

Métis to Montreal
Sp 23 1863

387 miles Mail was now carried 6 
days a week to Quebec.

Double split circle “Metis L.C.”
Usage: 1853-69

Backtamps: Quebec and Montreal

7c unpaid letter rate 
for any destination in 

Canada.
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
b) From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbellton:

St-Simon	(1846),	Ste-Flavie	(1851)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

St-Simon to Rimouski
35 miles Mail was now carried 6 

days a week to Quebec.
Double split circle “St-Si-
mon-en-Bas C.E” Usage 

1851-66
Hand stamped “Paid 3”

3c simple rate for any des-
tination in Canada. Paid 

by the sender

(Lower cover) 
Ste-Flavie to Rimous-

ki

24 miles Split circle “Ste-Flavie C.E” 
Usage: 1874

Hand stamp “Paid”

9c, rate for 1 to 1½ ounce 
(triple rate). Paid by the 

sender.
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    The Kempt road to Gaspé  
b) From Rivière-du-Loup to Campbellton:

St-Octave	(1864)		

Other points of 
interest

 St-Octave lies on the Kempt 
road between Metis and Lake 

Matapedia.
The “St-Octave C.E” split 
circle has never been seen 

before 1875 although it was 
ordered at the opening of the 

post office.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
St-Octave to 
Villa Maria 
(Montreal)

July 14 1884

392 miles Brought to Montreal and 
Quebec in one day by the 

Intercolonial Railway. ! 
See reception mark: “No 

4 81”
The rail, inaugurated in 
the early 1870’s, went 

through the Kempt road 
and followed the Matape-
dia River toward Halifax.

1- Split circle “St-Octave C.E.”
Usage 1875-84

2- Split circle “Montreal Notre-
Dame-de-Grace Que” (faint)

5c (3c letter rate + 2c regis-
tration fee) registered letter 
rate for any destination in 

Canada.
Paid by stamps.

St-Octave to 
Quebec

Nov 3 1881

212 Front
Split circle “St-Octave C.E.”

Usage 1875-84
Back

Circle “Quebec. Canada”

1c internal postal rate.



59

  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
	From	Campbellton-Pointe-

à-la	Croix	to	Percé:
Carleton	(1837)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Carleton to Toronto

Aug 8 1859
886 miles On horseback in summer, 

mail was carried twice a week 
from Percé to Métis (through 

Campbellton)

Double split circle “Car-
leton-Gaspé) Usage: 1849-67

Mail was sent free to 
the seat of govern-

ment.
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Other points of interest
  Only three examples are 

known of the circle marking of 
New Carlisle. The postmaster 

drew the circle with a com-
pass!

  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
	From	Campbellton-Pointe-à-la	Croix	to	Percé:

New	Carlisle	(1837)

Other points of interest 
Although a new direct route 

was opened in 1836-37 between 
Baie-des-Chaleurs and Métis. 
It seems that both these letters 

were carried to Fredericton. 
The distance to Quebec through 
Métis was 330 miles fo a rate of 
1/2cy. The rate of 1/10½ for a 
distance between 701 and 800 
miles makes sense only if both 

covers took the old route. 
Note the “After closing” remark 
on the lower cover. It probably 

missed the courier to Métis.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Both covers;

From New Carlisle to 
Quebec 

1- Apr 14 1837
2-Apr 1 1837

700 +
 miles

Probably sent through 
Baie-des-Chaleurs, New 
Brunswick and Freder-

icton where it joined the 
mail for Quebec.

New Carlisle manuscript 
markings.

Bottom: Manuscript “A(fter) 
C(losing)”. 

1/10½ cy single rate for 
a distance between 701 

and 800 miles. Paid by the 
receiver.
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
	From	Campbellton-Pointe-à-la	Croix	to	Percé:

New	Carlisle	(1837)	

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

New Carlisle to Mon-
treal 

March 3 1841

560 miles In winter the courier used snow 
shoes to bring the mail through 
Kempt road, it took 2 or 3 weeks 

to join Quebec. The route was 
perilous and the courier was 
found dead on Jan 25 1845.

Both covers;
Double split circle 
markings of “New 

Carlisle L.C” (Usage 
1839-50) and “Quebec 

L.C”
“Forwarded” hand 

stamped in Quebec.

1/6cy for one sheet on a 
distance between 501 and 

600 miles, paid by the 
receiver.

(Lower cover) 
New Carlisle to 

Kingston
Feb 24 1842

759 miles 1/10½cy for one sheet on 
a distance between 701 

and 800 miles, paid by the 
receiver.
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Other points of interest
 A few stamps with printed rates are known from New Carlisle in 1851-52. They 

are rare and there status is still a subject of debate.

  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
	From	Campbellton-Pointe-à-la	Croix	to	Percé:

New	Carlisle	(1837)	

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Both cover) 

New Carlisle to Que-
bec

 May 7 1852

380 miles Mail was carried to Pointe-à-la-Croix 
once a week “with a light cart or 

cariole”.
From there it joined Métis through 

Kempt road.

Both:
Double split circle 

(smaller type) “New 
-Carlisle -Gaspe”
Usage: 1850-69

Top cover: Printed “3d” 
stamp.

3dcy single letter rate 
for any distance in 

Canada.

Feb 28 1863 In 1863 mail was carried twice a week 
to Campellton “in a light cart or cari-

ole according to the season”.

5c letter rate for any 
destination in Can-

ada.
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
	From	Campbellton-Pointe-à-la	Croix	to	Percé:

Cape	Cove	(1837)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Cape Cove to 

Montreal
March 25 

1852

620 miles Mail left Percé (about 
10 miles east of Cape 
Cove) once a week for 
Cross Point (Pointe-à-

la-Croix)

1-Rare double split circle “Cape 
Cove L.C.” Usage 1852-57

2-(Faint) Quebec L.C. (Apr 4) + 
“Forwarded”

3- (backside) Montreal L.C (Apr 6) 

3dcy single letter rate for any 
distance in Canada.

Montreal to 
Quebec

April 6 1852

180 miles Mail was carried every 
day.

Front
Montreal L.C. Apr 6

Back
Quebec L.C. Apr 8 1852

3dcy was charged to send 
the letter back to Quebec for 

a total of 6dcy paid by the 
receiver.
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
	From	Campbellton-Pointe-à-la	Croix	to	Percé:

Percé	(1837)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Percé to Quebec
Sept 7 1850

450 miles In 1850 mail left Percé 
once a week for Cross 

Point (Pointe-à-la-Croix)

Double split circle “Per-
cé L.C.” Usage: 1839-58

Money Letter hand 
stamp (applied at Que-

bec)

1/4cy for less than half an 
ounce, paid by the receiver. 

There was no special charge for 
“money letters”

(Lower cover)
Percé to New Carlisle

Mar 9 1863

70 miles In 1863 mail was carried 
twice a week to Cam-

pellton “in a light cart or 
cariole according to the 

season”.

Split circle “Per-
cé-Gaspé L.C” 
Usage 1859-65

5c letter rate for any destination 
in Canada.
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
	From	Campbellton-Pointe-à-la	Croix	to	Percé:

Cross	Point	(1846),	Paspébiac	(1852)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Cross Point to 
Paspébiac
Jy 4 1872

86 miles In the  1860’s the mail 
was carried twice a 
week from Percé to 
Campbellton (dis-
tance 156 miles).

Double split circle “Cross-
Point L.C” Usage: 18857-75

“Paid 3” hammer

3c single letter rate for any 
destination in Canada, paid by 

the sender.

(Lower cover) 
Paspébiac to Quebec

Aug 1 1860

384 miles Double split circle “Paspébiac 
L.C” Usage: 1853-62

Hand stamped “Registered” 
in Paspebiac

7c single letter unpaid rate for 
any destination in Canada.
+2c Registration fee paid by 

the sender (no marking).
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
	From	Campbellton-Pointe-à-la	Croix	to	Percé:

Maria	(1861),	Bonaventure	(1862)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Maria to Shigawake
Oct 16 1867

58 miles Mail was carried twice a 
week in “a light cart or 
cariole according to the 
season” between Percé 
and Campbellton (dis-

tance 156 miles)

Split circle “Maria C.E”
“Paid 5” hand stamp

Usage: 1863-4

5c letter rate for any desti-
nation in Canada paid by 

the sender.
(Lower cover) 

Bonaventure to Que-
bec

Apr 15 1863

370 miles Split circle “Bonaventure 
C.E”

Usage 1863

Mail was send free to the 
seat of government.
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
	From	Campbellton-Pointe-à-la	Croix	to	Percé:

Shoolbred	&	Shigawake	(1864)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Shoolbred (now Nou-
velle)  to Cross Point

Aug 2 1877

 15 miles Mail was carried 
twice a week in “a 

light cart or cariole 
according to the sea-
son” between Percé 
and Campbellton.

Split circle “Shoolbred C.E”
Usage 1867-77

3c letter rate for any-
where in Canada paid 

by the sender.

(Lower cover) 
New Richmond to 

Shigawake
May 7 1869

54 miles 1-Split circle New Richmond C.E”  
Usage 1861-81

2- Split circle “Shigawake C.E”
Usage: 1867-1869

5c letter rate for any-
where in Canada paid 

by the sender.
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
	From	Percé	to	Gaspé
Point	St.Peter	(1836)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Point St.Peter to Que-

bec May 22 1854
465 miles Mail was brought once a 

week from Gaspé to Per-
cé. The carrier left Gaspé 

on Friday and arrived 
Saturday  at Percé.

Double split circle “Point 
St-Peter L.C.” 

Usage: 1839-56

3d cy simple letter rate for 
any destination in Canada, 

paid by the receiver.
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Other points of 
interest

 Mail took almost 3 
weeks to join Toronto 

as shown by the marks 
of June 18 1857 (Top 

cover) and Apr 2 1858 
(Bottom).

  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
	From	Percé	to	Gaspé

Gaspe	Basin	(now	Gaspé)	(1836)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Both covers
Gaspé to To-

ronto
May 30 1857

& 
March 20 1858  

1043 
miles

In 1857-58, the mail contract 
specified that mail between 

Gaspé and Percé would be car-
ried “by sleigh, wheel carriage, 
or on horseback according  to 
the season & the state of the 

road”.

Double split circle (large) 
“Gaspe-Basin L.C” Usage: 1839-

1858.
“Free” hand stamp

Letters were 
sent free to the 
seat of govern-

ment.
Double split circle (small) 

“Gaspe-Basin L.C” Usage: 1858-
1875.
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
	From	Percé	to	Gaspé

Gaspe	Basin	(1836),	Douglastown	(1849)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Gaspe to East Haver-
hill N.H.,Mr 8 1873

about 
790 miles

In 1864 the courier  
carried the mail twice 

a week from Gaspé “on 
horseback or a vehicle” 

He took 10 hours to cov-
er the 36 miles to Percé.

Double split circle (small) 
“Gaspe-Basin L.C” 
Usage: 1858-1875.

6c pre-UPU letter rate to 
the United States, paid by 

stamp.

(Lower cover) 
Douglastown to New 
Carlisle, Jul 26 1864

85 miles Double split circle “Doug-
lastown-Gaspe” 

Usage: 1850-1871.

7c Unpaid letter rate for 
anywhere in Canada



71

Other points of interest
This letter was mailed in Quebec on Feb 9, 

addressed to “Haldimand, Gaspé Bay” with 
the remark: “Care of  C(harles) Veit Esq 

Douglastown”. Haldimand is a small village, 
10 miles south of Gaspé. Overlooking the re-

mark, the courier delivered  the letter at Gaspé 
on the first of March. So  it spent two more 
days in Gaspé before being brought back to 
Douglastown (March 3). Mail between Percé 
and Gaspé was then carried by sleigh during 

winter time, twice a week.

  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
	From	Percé	to	Gaspé

Gaspe	Basin	(1836),	Douglastown	(1849)

Route Distance Means of 
transport

Markings Rate

Quebec to 
Haldimand 
“Gaspé Bay” 
Feb 9 1853

497 miles See “Other 
points of 
interest”

Front:
1-Double Split circle Quebec (faint)

2-Circle “Paid 3 d” (faint
3- “Legislative Assembly Canada” (rare in black)

Back:
Double split circle (large) “Gaspe-Basin L.C” Usage: 

1839-58
Double split circle (small) “Douglastown-Gaspe” 

Usage 1850-1871

3dcy for any destina-
tion in Canada paid 

by the sender.
Members of Parlia-

ment had no franking 
privilege before 1855.
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  The Kempt road to Gaspé  
	From	Percé	to	Gaspé
Sandy	Beach	(1859)

Other points of interest
In 1863, mail from the Gaspé 

peninsula still took two weeks to 
join Quebec.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Sandy Beach to Que-

bec
Apr 18 1863

480  
miles

Mail was carried twice a 
week “on horseback or a 

vehicle”.

Front:
Split circle “Sandy-Beach-
Gaspe” Usage: 1863 (Rare)

Back:
Split circle “Quebec L.C”

Letters could be sent free 
to the seat of government.
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Other points of 
interest

 The handwritten note 
under the “5” says: 
“Porteur 2  (line)

7 centins”. Home deliv-
ery was still rare in the 
1870’s , it  was confined 
to the larger cities and 
was charged 2 cents.

  Around the peninsula: a) from Métis to Matane
Matane	(1851)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Matane to Toronto
Dec 3 1858

804 miles From 1857 to 61, mail 
was carried twice a 

week from Matane to 
Métis “in a one horse 
vehicle”. From there 
it joined the bulk of 

mail coming from the 
Kempt road.

Double split circle “Matane C.E”
Usage: 1852-59

After 1855 letters could 
be sent free to the seat of 

government.
(Lower cover) 

Matane to Quebec
De 18 1874

248 miles Split circle “Matane L.C” Usage: 
1863-78

Handstamped ‘5”
Manuscrript ‘Porteur 2 (line) 07 

centins’

5c Unpaid letter rate for 
anywhere in Canada + 2c 

for home delivery.
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  Around the peninsula: a) from Métis to Matane
Tessierville	(1860),	Macnider	(1864)

Other points of interest
 Riviêre Blanche was the old 

name of this village. It took the 
name of “Tessierville” in honor 

of Ulric Tessier who was sei-
gneur of Rimouski. Later the 
village was called “St-Ulric”.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Tessierville to Rimouski
May 1 1869

54 miles Mail was carried from 
Matane to Métis “three 
times a week in a one 
horse vehicle” (Mail 

contract)

Face: Split circle “Tessierville 
C.E”  Usage: 1869

Back: Double split circle 
“Metis L.C Usage 1853-69

3c letter rate paid by the 
sender

(Lower cover) 
MacNider (now “Baie 

des Sables” to Rimouski
Aug 22 1876

47 miles Split circle “Macnider L.C”
Usage:1876

Backstamp:  Circle “Metis 
Que”

1c internal post card 
rate.
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Other points of interest
This cover arrived at Gaspé on 

the day of its mailing, but took 14 
days to join Quebec.

  Around the peninsula: b)  From Gaspé
 in direction north east

Grande	Grève,	Fox	River	(1852)

Other points of 
interest

This cover took one day to 
join Gaspé (over Grande-

Grève) and arrived at 
Quebec only 3 days later. 

As there was no railway to 
Gaspé before 1911. It was 

certainly carried there by a 
steamboat ( schooner Mary 

Anne ?). 

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
(Top cover) 

Grande-Grève to 
Quebec May 1 

1865

502 miles Mail was brought twice a week 
from Grande-Grève to Gaspé. “By 
boat in summer and on foot or in a 

vehicle in winter”

Double split circles “Grande 
Greve L.C” (front) (Usage 
1852-65) and Gaspe-Basin 

L.C” (back);
Hand stamps:”Paid 5” and 

“Registered”

5c letter rate for any 
destination in Can-
ada + 2c registration 
rate. Total: 7c paid 

by the sender.

(Lower cover) 
Fox River  ( now 
Rivière-au-Re-

nard) to Portneuf
June 2 1867

552 miles A contractor brought the mail from 
Rivière-au-Renard to Grande- 

Grève twice a week (distance 30 
miles) “on foot, on horseback or in 

a vehicle”

Double split circles “Fox 
River L.C” (front) Usage: 

1853-1868)and Gaspe-Basin 
L.C” (back);

3c simple letter rate 
for any distance in 
Canada, paid by 

stamp.
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  Around the peninsula: b)  From Gaspé
 in direction north east
	Peninsula	(1858)

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Peninsula to 

Toronto
May 1 1865

1051 miles Mail was brought twice 
a week from Grande-
Grève to Gaspé.: “In a 

vehicle in winter” (prob-
ably a sleigh).

Front: 1- Split circle “Peninsula 
Gaspe L.C”  Usage: 1859 (Rare) 
2- Manuscript: “Free” in a box.

Back: Double split circle“ 
Gaspe-Basin L.C” 

After 1855 letters could 
be sent free to the seat of 

government.



77

Other points of interest
 This letter was carried to Quebec by La Reine’s captain Charles Poirier from Bonaven-

ture. He brought the letter to the post office and received 2½d for his work.
Internal ship letters are extremely rare.

 Maritime Mail
Ship letter 1831

Route Dis-
tance

Means of transport Markings Rate

Percé to Quebec
June 14 1831

450 
miles 

(inland 
dis-

tance)

Carried on board the 
schooner “La Reine”

“Ship Letter Quebec” without 
outline. Usage: 1829-31

Quebec “Fleuron marking” 
Dated June 27 1831

2½dcy ship letter rate.
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Other points of interest
 The 62 tons schooner Mary Anna was built in New Richmond in 1864. It bore the name of John Me-
agher’s (see note on the cover) wife “Mary Ann” . Meagher (c. 1805 – March 11, 1876) was an Irish-
born merchant who represented Bonaventure in the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Canada 

from 1854 to 1861 as a Reformer. The mail was delivered at Cross Point on its day of departure.

 Maritime Mail
Steamboat	mail	1864

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Carleton to Cross 

Point
June 20 1864

30 miles Carried by the schooner 
“Mary Anna”

Front:
Double split circle “Carleton-Gaspe” 

Usage 1849-1867
Back:

Double split circle “Cross Point L.C.”

5c simple letter rate 
for anywhere in 

Canada.
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Other points of interest
A few steamers brought the mail 

to Quebec in the 1860s. Espe-
cially the “Lady Head”, an iron 
steamer that made between 10 

and 15 trips each year from May 
to November linking Pictou to 

Quebec with stops at Paspebiac, 
Percé and Gaspe.

 Maritime Mail
Steamboat	mail	1864

Route
New Carlisle to  Quebec

Oct 14 1869

Distance

380 miles by land route

Means of transport

“Per steamer”
Received in Quebec:  Oct 17 

1869

Markings

Double split circle “New Carl-
isle Gaspe”

Usage: 1850-1869

Rate
9c for 1 to 1½ ounce paid by 
stamps for any destination in 

Canada
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 Maritime Mail
Steamboat	mail	1864

Other points of interest
The route followed by this card can be ex-
plained by the succession of postmarks:
Addressed by mistake to “Douglastown 

Queb”
1- Duplex marking “Montreal Oct 2 1871”

2- (Back) Split circle “Quebec Oct 3”
3- Arrival mark (front): Double split circ. 

Douglastown Oct 6” Carried in 3 days 
aboard a steamboat (Lady Head ?)

Readdressed “N.B.” 
4- (Back) Percé-Gaspé split circle: Oct 9

5- (Back) Carleton C.E” split circle: Oct 10
6- (Back) Double split circle (large) “Cha-

tham N.B.” Oct 12
 Douglastown N.B. lies across the river (Mi-

ramichi) from Chatham.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Montreal to Doug-
lastown N.B. (over 
Douglastown P.Q.)

about 
800 miles

Train from Quebec to Mon-
treal, steamboat to Doug-
lastown P.Q., land post to 

Douglastown N.B.

See “Other points of 
interest”

1c post card rate for any 
destination in Canada.


