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Postal usages in the Province of Quebec 
and Lower Canada until 1831

Organization and development:

The purpose of this exhibit is to present the early development of the postal routes and means of transportation 
in the Province of Quebec and later Lower Canada from the beginnings to February 1831. It is divided in eight 
parts:

Letters from the French Regime 
Letters carried by ‘voyageurs’ or ‘coureur des bois’
The first postal route
The way to Halifax and Gaspe Peninsula
The route from Montreal to the U.S.
Development of new routes after the Napoleonic wars 
Populated areas left untouched by the postal system in 1831
Maritime and transatlantic mail

 

Scope:

The first part of our study is dedicated to the beginnings of the postal system in Canada as a whole. From its 
infancy in New France, to the creation of a British North American postal system which was coordinated from 
1775 from Quebec City (nomination of Hugh Finlay as Deputy Postmaster General for North America). After the 
Constitutional Act of 1791 which divided the Province of Quebec in two parts (Lower and Upper Canada), we 
concentrate on the evolution of the postal system in Lower Canada.

This exhibit covers the whole spectrum of postal usages and means of transportation of the time: rated letters, 
favored letters from distant locations, “way” letters, ship and steamboats letters. Overland they were carried 
either by foot, snowshoes in winter or diverse horse-drawn  carriages or even on board canoes through the 
lakes and rivers.

Presentation:

The covers are shown in chronological order within their proper division or subdivision of the exhibit. In a 
few cases two covers might have been regrouped on the same page by affinities without strictly following the 
chronology. Photocopies are presented within a blue frame.

For most parts of this exhibit, one or a few straight hashed rectangles present the general information on that 
chapter. These rectangles are distributed as conveniently as possible.

Limit:

With the American Independence, the Canadian postal system was truncated and very little progress can be 
observed until the end of the Napoleonic wars (1815). In the subsequent years, dissatisfaction was at its peak.

In February 11 1831, the Houses of Assembly of Lower and Upper Canada both passed a similar resolution 
requiring full access to the information on the management of the Post Office Department. This resolution was 
due to the many complaints in both provinces about the administration of the postal system by the British 
authorities including: high rates and poor development of the system. 
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1- The French Regime  
From Lachine to Ville-Marie, May 7 1697

Other points of interest 

Montreal was founded in 1642; in the beginning the main establishment was called “Ville-Marie” and the island 
“Montreal” as is indicated in this cover. Lachine was founded in 1668 by the famous explorer Cavelier de la Salle.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

10 km Probably with a canoe through the rapids, 
possibly by horse.

None Favored letter.
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1- The French Regime
From Quebec to St-Nicolas Aug. 2 1718 
From Bordeaux to Montreal July 19 1758

Other points of interest
During the Seven Years War, protestant’s families dominated the commerce between France and the Americas 
because, having relatives in England, these families could more easily reclaim possession of the goods if the 
were confiscated by the English.

Other points of interest 
In 1721, the recipient Lanouiller de Bois-
clerc was named responsible for the es-
tablishment of an embryonic postal sys-
tem between Quebec City and Montreal.
The letter is addressed from “des Ur-
sulines”, a nun convent founded in 1639 
in Quebec City’s upper town; it is send 
to St-Nicolas a small village on the south 
shore . There was no postal route at the 
time. 

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top cover: 12 miles Probably a canoe across 
the river None Favored letter.

Bottom: About 3300 
miles

A French merchant’s 
ship
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1- The French Regime
From Quebec to Marseille August 25 1753

Other points of interest
By 1723, regular communications with France were established and letters could be sent free from Quebec to 
La Rochelle. Other destinations were considered as private arrangement.  This rate was officially changed only 
in 1759 when a 4 sols fee was charged. This cover predates the official change by a few years. No 14 sols rate 
existed at the time between La Rochelle and Marseille.  Only one or two covers from New France properly sent 
to La Rochelle are known.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

1-From Quebec to La Ro-
chelle

About 3100 
miles

By a private ship to La 
Rochelle

None 4 sols charged in La Ro-
chelle (maritime fee). 

2- From La Rochelle to 
Marseille

About 550 
miles (or 200 

leagues)

Carried by the French mail “Larochelle” 
straight line

10 sols for a letter over 
150 leagues (Total 14 

sols)
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 2- Letters carried by ‘voyageurs’ or ‘coureur des bois’
Montreal to “ au Detroit”, Province of Quebec (now Detroit Mich.) , 

Apr 10 1768.

Other points of interest 

In 1763, at the end of the French regime Detroit was included in the Province of Quebec, the same year it re-
sisted the siege of Pontiac and his 900 Indian followers. Its main activity was the transport and trading of fur 
pelts. According to the Quebec Gazette, a Canadian post office was opened in Detroit in 1791.  The fort was 
ceded to the Americans in 1796.

The writer of this letter François Cazeau  became the main supporter of the American Revolution in Canada 
circulating literature and supplying provisions  to the American forces who invaded Canada in 1774-76.

This section is devoted to early letters sent to distant destinations. The French had established a series of fortifi-
cations through large parts of the continent for economical (fur trade) and military reasons. These forts and the 
new ones created by the North West or the Hudson’s Bay Company were linked mostly by the “voyageurs” em-
ployed in the fur trade or by “coureur des bois”  self employed adventurers. East of Quebec City fur trade existed 
on a smaller range around Lake Temiscouata  and fisheries was active in the Gaspe area. 

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

610 miles Probably brought by a ship or canoe from Montreal 
to Niagara, carried by foot through the 7 miles long 
portage around the Falls and finally brought to De-
troit over Lake Erie either by a rare ship or canoe.

None Favored letter.
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 2- Letters carried by ‘voyageurs’ or ‘coureur des bois’
Rimouski to Quebec City, Nov. 24 1784

From “Madawaska”,  now Madawaska, Me. to Rivière-des-Caps, June 17 1785.

Other points of interest 
Rimouski (early spelling “Rimousky”) was founded 
in 1701. It was at the eastern limit of the seignio-
rial  concessions during the French Regime. The 
postal road only reached Rimouski in 1832. Here 
the public notary Jacques Colin of Kamouraska de-
scribed the hardships of his trip to Rimouski: “L’in-
constance des temps et le mauvais chemins mont 
empêché d’aller plutost que n’ay fait à Rimousky”.

Other points of interest 
  This letter from Pierre Dupéré, Acadian voyageur and fur trader, dates from the very first weeks of the 
establishment of Acadian settlers who founded  in June 1785 the actual cities of Edmunston N.B. & Mad-
awaska Me. on both sides of the St.John River. The letter is contemporaneous with the opening of the 
postal road between Halifax and Quebec City, as is shown by an extract: “J’ai sus que le portage ettas à 
se faire”. Notice that, at that time, Madawaska was a disputed area and the territory of Madawaska Me. 
only passed to the United States through the Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top cover 180 miles Privately carried to Quebec at the end of November.
None “Favored letter”

Bottom 88 miles Carried by an Acadian “coureur des bois” through 
the Temiscouata Portage.
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 2- Letters carried by ‘voyageurs’ or ‘coureur des bois’
From Quebec to Gaspe, Feb 18, 1786

Other points of interest 
  “Le Sieur Barbier n’ayant pas voulu prendre ma lettre, à moins d’une piastre, Je n’ai pas profité de son 
occasion mais la présente vous sera remise par le Sieur Mercier.” This extract shows us that “favored” 
letters weren’t always carried for free. Very few voyageurs dared to travel such long distances on snow 
shoes in winter.
Many ships wintered in the safe harbor of Gaspé during the winter, the crew lived in barracks on the shore. 
Here  the ship-owner Louis Chaperon ask his captain to bring fresh fish and oysters in springtime to Que-
bec as soon as he can.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

487 miles By a voyageur, who traveled in winter with 
snow shoes.

None “Favored” cover
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2- Letters carried by ‘voyageurs’ or ‘coureur des bois’
From Quebec to Northern Alberta.  March 30, 1789

Other points of interest

This cover, addressed to “Cuthbert Grant N(orth) W(est)” was first sent from Quebec to Joseph Frobisher, one of 
the partners of the North West Company. Frobisher had it forwarded by the ‘Yearly Express’ that leaved Montreal 
in early May. We can’t pinpoint exactly where the letter was delivered, but we know that Cuthbert Grant, an 
employee of the company, was then either in Northern Alberta or Slave Lake (NWT) where he was in charge of 
a fur trade post. He was for sure at Fort Chipewyan in September 1789 where he met Alexander Mackenzie on 
the great explorer’s return from the Artic Ocean.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

1-From Quebec to Montreal 180 miles In 1789, mail was carried every Mon-
day and Thursday from Quebec.

Quebec “Bishop” 
mark: usage 1774-

1790
Manuscript “9”

9dcy for a distance 
between 101 and 200 
miles charged to the 

receiver. 
2- Forwarded to Cuthbert 
Grant (probably) at Fort 
Chipewyan, North West 

Company’s trading poat on 
Athabaska River  (northern 

Alberta)

About 2750 
miles

Carried by the fur trade canoes of 
the North West Company along their 

line of trade posts. On the canoe, 
mail was kept in wooden boxes.

None None



9

 2- Letters carried by ‘voyageurs’ or ‘coureur des bois’
From Springfield Mass. to Quebec, Nov 1 1790

From Quebec to “Poste Vincennes” Indiana Territory, Sept 4 1809

Other points of interest

The postal service for Canada was cut during and 
for some time after  the American revolution. Here 
a Mr. Bell (probably James Bell who had inter-
ests in the United States) carried the letter which 
arrived at Quebec on December 29. The content 
provides us with an account of the difficulties of 
communication between both countries: “Yours of 
last June is just come to hand. You have by this 
time I hope received two letters from me since my 
arrival here.”

Other points of 
interest

Family letter from Frederick Gla-
ckemeyer to his brother-in-law 
Joseph Oneille (or O”Neil) at 
Poste Vincennes (now Vincennes 
Indiana). Vincennes was founded 
by the French in 1732. Occupied 
by the British in 1766, it surren-
dered to the Americans in 1779 
(Battle of Vincennes). 
“Gauvreau” being a very com-
mon name in Lower Canada, no 
information could be found about 
this voyageur.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top cover: 401 miles By a voyageur named “Bell” Manuscript “favoured by Mr. 
Bell”

Favored letter.

Bottom: About 1200 
miles

By a voyageur named 
“Gaudreau”

Manuscript: “Par faveur de 
Mons. Gaudreau”

Favored letter.
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3- The first postal route 
From Montreal to Quebec City, Aug. 9 1770

Creation of the first 
Route
As Canada fell into English hands 
in 1763, there were no postal 
routes established and all writ-
ten communication had to be 
carried privately.  But the French 
administration (under the impul-
sion of the Lanouillier brothers) 
had created a very clever system 
of horse relays every 9 miles 
between Quebec and Montreal. 
This infrastructure had no equiv-
alent elsewhere in North Ameri-
ca and permitted the opening of 
a postal route between Quebec 
and New York as early as 1763.

Other points of interest

In 1765 the postal rate was established at 8d  sterling per sheet between 101 and 200 miles. The penny weight (dwt) 
was worth 3dstg and was divided in 24 silver grains, so 8dstg = 2:16dwt. The other rate 11d is the equivalent of 8 dstg 
in currency (dcy). This amount was charged to the receiver.
In Canada, the prevalent form of money was the Halifax or currency. Rates were established in London in sterling  but 
had to be locally translated. From 1769 to 1775 rates were expressed both in currency and Troy (or pennyweight) 
equivalents of the sterling pound.

Canadian internal rates (simple letter) from 1765 to 1843
Distance Sterling rates 

(1765-1851)
Rates in 

“pennyweight” 
(1765-1776)

Rates in 
“currency”

(1765-1776)

Rates in 
“currency”

(1776-1784)

Rates in “currency”
(1784-1792)

Rates in “currency”
(1792-1843)

0- 60 4 1:8 5 4½ 4½ 4½
61-100 6 2 8 7 7 7

101-200 8 2:16 11 9 9 9
201-300 10 3:8 1/1 11 11 11
301-400 1/ 4 1/4 1/1 1/1½ 1/2
401-500 1/2 4:16 1/7 1/3 1/4 1/4
501-600 1/4 5:8 1/10 1/5 1/6 1/6
601-700 1/6 6 2/1 1/7 1/8 1/8

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

180 miles  In the beginning, the postal courier left Mon-
treal once a week for Quebec City. He used 

an horse drawn “caleche” that could carry the 
courier, the bag of mail and two passengers.

Manuscript markings “11d” and “M 
2:16”. They express the rate in currency 
(11)  and pennyweight (2:16) and the 

manuscript “M” for Montreal.

2dwt and 16 grains of silver 
for one sheet on a distance 
between 101 and 200 miles
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 3- The first postal route
From Quebec City to Montreal Oct.20 1779

From Montreal to Quebec City March 30 1780

Other points of
 interest 

From 1777 to 1781, on most cov-
ers, rates were written in both ster-
ling and currency value. The rate for 
a sheet on a distance between 101 
and 200 miles was established at 8d 
sterling, It  translated to 9d curren-
cy since the reevaluation of the Hali-
fax currency in March 1776 and was 
charged to the receiver (upper cov-
er). The bottom cover was prepaid. 
The charge was thus only expressed 
in sterling. Only sterling rates are ex-
tremely rare.

Distance Means of 
transport Markings Rate

Top

180 miles An horse drawn 
“calèche”

Manuscript “8” and “9” 8d strlg (or 9d cy) charged to the receiver 
for a distance between 101 and 200 miles

Bottom “Montreal” in capital letters with-
out dater used from 1777 to 1784. 
Handstamped “Paid¨” Manuscript 

“8” and “1/4”

8d strlg for one sheet on a distance between 
101 and 200 miles. A previous charge of 1/4 
sterling (2 sheets)  was erased as the cover 

contains only one very large sheet.
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 3- The first postal route
From Montreal to Quebec City 

Years of stagnation: 1775-1815

 The American Revolution cut the natural “raison d’être” of the postal road, i.e. the link to New York and 
Europe. The postal service was expanded after 1785 with  the massive arrival of Loyalists settlers in Upper 
Canada, but until the War of 1812, mail was delivered to these areas once a month at best. Only one new 
post office was created on the Quebec-Montreal road during that period: L’Assomption in 1803.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top: Nov 20 
1782

180 miles

An horse drawn “calèche”. “Le Courier 
part de Quebec et de Montréal tous les 
Lundis et Jeudis à quatre heures (...) et 

arrive aux dits endroits tous les Mercredis 
et Samedis, si le temps le permet.” (Que-

bec Almanach 1782)

“Montreal” in capital letters 
without dater used from 1777 to 
1784, usually on the back side of 

covers.

9d cy for a distance 
between 101 and 200 

miles.
After 1781, rates were 

expressed only in Hali-
fax or “currency”.Bottom: 

June 6 1786
Straight line “Montreal June 6”. 

Usage: 1785-88
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3- The first postal route
From Quebec to Montreal  Oct.9 1786

From Maskinongé to Montreal Nov. 14 1786

Other points of interest 
This letter was delivered to the mail car-
rier “on his way” (thus the “Way” mark-
ing) at a point not farther then 80 miles 
west of Quebec City. It was hand stamped 
on its arrival in Three Rivers and  conse-
quently charged 9dcy instead of the nor-
mal rate of 7dcy between Three Rivers 
and Montreal (dist. 90 miles).

Other points of interest 
Note the inscription “Masquenongé”, the 
word being of native origin, its spelling 
remained variable for a long time. The 
first post office opened in 1839 in Maski-
nongé. 

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top Between 101 
and 180 miles

 Privately brought from Quebec City to 
the postal carrier on his way to Three 
Rivers and carried on the first postal 

route to Montreal.

Straight Line marking “Three River” 
(52mm) used from 1784 to 1788,  
one of the earliest  “Way” hand 

stamp known and a manuscript “9”.

9dcy for a distance 
between 101 and 200 
miles charged to the 

receiver.

Bottom 62 miles Delivered “on his way” to the postal 
courier in Maskinongé

Manuscript “7” 7dcy for a distance be-
tween 61 and 100 miles 
charged to the receiver.
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3- The first postal route
From Ste-Anne-la-Pérade to Quebec City (Sept. 1, 1783)

From “Berthier House” to Quebec City (May 7, 1789)

Other points of interest 
Favored letters were extensively used, 
specially in French Canada because of the 
high rates of postage. Many villages  bore 
the name of “Ste-Anne”, only a genealog-
ical research could permit us to identify 
the sender (François Roy) as a resident of 
Ste-Anne-la-Pérade. The first post office 
of Ste-Anne-la-Pérade opened in 1820.

Other points 
of interest 

This letter from Rebecca Cuthbert, 
wife of the seigneur of Berthier, is a 
nice example of the use of favoured 
letter by the local nobility. No infor-
mation could be found of the carri-
er, a certain Mr. Goodale.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

60 miles  Privately brought to Quebec City by an unknown 
traveler

None

Favored letter135 miles Delivered “on his way” to the postal courier in 
Maskinongé

“Fvrd. by your obed. servt. N. 
Goodale”
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3- The first postal route
From “Berthier House” to Quebec City, April 27, 1789

In 1771 a new post office was created at Berthier, essentially to extend the ser-
vice to the Sorel area, on the south shore.

Other points of interest 
The post office of Berthierville, opened as 
“Berthier” in 1771, was the fourth created 
in the old Province of Quebec. This is an ex-
ample of a mailed letter from the Cuthbert 
correspondence. 

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

135 miles In 1789, mail was still carried 
only twice a week between Que-

bec and Montreal.

Straight line “Berthier” (rear) and manuscript 
“9”(front). The Berthier postmark shown here was 
the first used in this post office, it was in use from 

1780 to 1794. 

9dcy for a distance between 
101 and 200 miles charged 

to the receiver.
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3- The first postal route
From Quebec City  to  L’Assomption (Dec. 13, 1790)

Other points of interest 
Even if L’Assomption lies on the postal road 21 miles east of Montreal, the courier went 
through and delivered the letter at Montreal. 
There is no mention of the year in the cover, but this type of Bishop mark without year 
was replaced after the first months of 1791 and the Court of Requests of l’Assomption 
was created in 1790. So we established the date of mailing at Dec. 13 1790.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

A- From Quebec 
City  to Montreal

180 miles In 1789, mail was 
carried every Monday 

and Thursday from 
Quebec.

Quebec “Bishop” mark 
(usage 1774-1790)

Manuscript “9” 
+”H.M.S.”

9dcy for a distance between 101 and 200 
miles charged to the receiver. There was no 

franking privilege for the government at 
that time.

B- From Montreal 
to L’Assomption

21 miles Brought to L’Assomp-
tion by a certain F. 

Wessler(?)

“Recd and forwarded by 
your humble Servt. F. 

Wessler”

Forwarded for free
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3- The first postal route and beyond
From Quebec to Matilda  Nov. 29, 1792

Other points of interest

The sender Hugh Finlay was the first postmaster of Quebec (1763) and became Assistant Postmaster general 
for British North America (1775). He is  the founder of the Canadian postal system. Matilda (Dundas Co.) was 
one of the first post offices opened west of Montreal and the receiver John Munro, its first postmaster. 

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

1-From Quebec to 
Montreal 

180 miles In 1789, mail was carried every 
Monday and Thursday from 

Quebec.

Straight line “Quebec”;
Quebec’s Bishop mark (29 Nov.)
 “Free H. Finlay”(manuscript) Franking privilege 

of the Assistant 
Postmaster general. 

2-Forwarded by 
a postal agent to 

Matilda.

116 miles From Montreal the postal route 
joined Kingston in 1789, but mail 
was delivered only once a month. 

Sometimes forwarding agents were 
used to speed up delivery. 

 Manuscript “Forwarded com-
p(limen)t’s of your humble 

Serv(an)t Wilson”.
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3- The first postal route
From Montreal to Quebec City, 

Other points of interest 
The personal seal’s imprint of Edward 
Edwards can be seen on the lower cov-
er. He was postmaster of Montreal from 
1785 to 1807. 

Dis-
tance Means of transport Markings Rate

 Top: Jan. 26 
1797 

180 miles “The Post leaves Montreal for Que-
bec every Monday and Thursday at 
4 o’clock and arrives on the morn-
ing of Wernesdays and Saturdays” 

(Quebec Almanach 1800)

Montreal straight line hammer: 
Dater with Month and Day, used 

from 1792 to 1799

9dcy for a distance between 
101 and 200 miles charged to 

the receiver. 

Bottom:  
May 26 1800

Same hammer with the year added, 
used in 1800-1801.

Franking privilege of Montre-
al’s postmaster.
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3- The first postal route
From Ste-Foy to Quebec City, Jan. 15, 1799

From Quebec to Cap-de-la-Madeleine, Apr 6, 1797

Other points of 
interest 

Traditionally the inhabitants of 
Ste-Foy would sell their crop on 
Quebec City’s markets and lo-
cal mail was delivered by these 
farmers. Pierre Bédard, the 
recipient of the letter is a fa-
mous French Canadian journal-
ist and patriot who was  impris-
oned in 1810 on the orders of 
Governor James Henry Craig.

Dis-
tance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top: 5 miles Privately carried between Quebec City 
and Ste-Foy probably by a resident of 

Ste-Foy.

None None

Bottom: 85 miles Posted in Quebec and either left at Three 
Rivers post office or at Cap-de-la-Made-

leine on his way by the courier.

Quebec “Paid” in a double box 
marking, Quebec Bishop mark, 

manuscript “7”.

7dcy for a distance be-
tween 61 and 100 miles 

paid by the sender.
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3- The first postal route

Route Dis-
tance

Means of trans-
port Markings Rate

Top: 1) From Beauport 
to Quebec, June 1 1802

5 miles  Privately brought 
to Quebec City’s 

post office..

None “Favored letter”

2) From Quebec to 
Montreal

180 miles
In 1804, mail was 
still carried only 
twice a week be-

tween Quebec and 
Montreal.

Quebec straight line of the “day/
month/year” type, used from 1799 
to 1808.

9dcy for a distance 
between 101 and 200 
miles charged to the 
receiver.

Bottom: From Montre-
al to Quebec, Nov. 11 

1805

Montreal straight line. This 37mm mark-
ing was in us from 1802 to 1810. Manu-
script signature “E(dward) E(dwards).”

Free franking privilege 
of Montreal’s postmaster 

Edward Edward. 

Other points of 
interest 

Note the rare usage of the  Montre-
al’s post office seal on the cover at 
bottom.
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3- The first postal route
Berthier to Quebec, Jun 20 1802 & Berthier to Montreal, Jan 20 1804

Other points of interest 
The postmaster at Berthier didn’t have 
the number “4” in his date set, so that it 
is constantly missing. Letters paid by the 
sender were the exception at that time.

Top Bottom

Dis-
tance

135 miles 50 miles

Means 
of 

trans-
port

Brought by the postal courier on 
the Montreal- Quebec route

Mark-
ings

Both covers: (front) “Paid” and 
(rear) Berthier straight line hand 

stamp (usage 1802-1813). 

Rate

9dcy for a dis-
tance between 
101 and 200 

miles. Paid by 
the sender.

4½dcy for a 
distance less than 

61 miles.
Paid by the 

sender.
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3- The first postal route
From Three Rivers to Berthier, June 11 1805
From Three Rivers to Quebec, March 2 1810

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top: 46 miles

In 1805-10, there were only 4 
post offices (Quebec, Montre-
al, Three Rivers and Berthier) 
and one single postal route in 

Lower Canada.  
Mail was carried twice a week.

(Front) Manuscript marking “9” and  
(rear) Three Rivers straight line with “day/

month/4 digit year” dater. Usage from 
1802 to 1810 

9dcy for two sheets of paper for 
a distance less than 61 miles 

paid by the receiver.

Bottom: 90 miles (front) Manuscript  “7” .
(rear) Three Rivers straight line  with 
“day/month/2 digit year” dater. Usage 

from 1810 to 1818.

7dcy for one sheet of paper for 
a distance between 61 and 100 

miles paid by the receiver.
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3- The first postal route
From Batiscan to Three Rivers, Sept. 16 1808

From “Les forges de Batiscan” to Québec, Oct 7 1824

Other points of in-
terest 

Even if Batiscan was situated on 
the first postal road, it had to wait 
1837 to get a post office.

Other points of 
interest 

 “Les forges de Batiscan” 
a pioneer iron mining and 
smelting factory were in 
business from 1798 to 
1813. 

Dis-
tance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top: 21 miles Letter delivered to the postal 
courier “on his way”.

Manuscript  
“4½” .

4½dcy for one sheet of paper for a distance less than 61 
miles paid by the receiver.

Bottom: 75 miles. Letter delivered to the postal 
courier “on his way”.

Manuscript  
“port payé” and 

“4½”. 

 4½dcy for one sheet of paper for a distance less than 61 miles 
paid by the sender. The actual distance between Batiscan and 

Quebec being 69 miles, either the courier misjudge the distance 
or the letter was delivered to him farther on his way. 



24

3- The first postal route 
From St-Cuthbert (Berthier Co.) to Montreal, April 16 1817

From Montreal to Quebec City, Sept. 10 1813

Other points of in-
terest 

Only a few strikes are known 
of the elusive 36mm Berthier’s 
hammer (period of use: 1815-
1817). St-Cuthbert’s post office 
opened only in 1851.

Other points of in-
terest 

Mr. Pinaud from Montreal gives to 
his correspondent of Quebec the 
last news from the war against the 
Americans: “Nous n’avons rien 
de nouveau du Haut Canada. Les 
flottes sont en vue l’une de l’au-
tre”.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top cover: 
1- From St-Cuth-
bert) to Berthier,

6 miles
Probably privately brought 
to Berthier’s post office and 

mailed there.

None Favored letter

2-From Berthier to
Montreal

50 miles “The Post goes between 
Quebec and Montreal ev-

ery day except Sundays and 
Fridays” (Quebec Alma-

nach) 1817

Front: “Paid” and manuscript “4½”. 
Rear side: Berthier 36mm. straight 

line marking.

4½dcy for one sheet of 
paper for a distance less 

than 61 miles paid by the 
sender.

Bottom: 180 miles Mail was carried twice a 
week.

Montreal straight line. This type with 
2 digits for the year was used from 

1810 to 1828.

9dcy for a distance be-
tween 101 and 200 miles 
charged to the receiver. 
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3- The first postal route and beyond
From Montreal to “Sandwich” (now Windsor Ont.), Jul 24 1823

From  Québec to Cornwall, Feb 14 1814

Other points 
of interest 

 The clerk at Montreal’s post of-
fice began writing the rate for 
629 miles (1/8dcy), but then re-
alized that the receiver was the 
postmaster. Sandwich was then 
the most distant post in the west  
linked to the postal system.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top: 629 miles Mail was carried twice a week from 
Montreal to Upper Canada.

 Front: Manuscript “1/” crossed out. 
(Rear side) Montreal straight line 
hammer (dater Day/Month and 2 
digits for Year)  used from 1810 to 

1828.

Franking privilege of William 
Hands, postmaster at Sand-

wich

Bottom:  266 miles Mail was carried “every Monday and 
Thursday” from Quebec to Montreal 

and “once a fortnight” to Upper Cana-
da (cf  Quebec Gazette 1811)

Face: “1oz”, “3N8”,
Reverse: Quebec Fleuron 14 feb 

1814 in black (faint)

3/8 cy (44dcy) for four sheets 
at 11dcy per sheet on a dis-
tance between 201 and 300 

miles.



26

Route From Portneuf to Quebec City, March 
8, 1825

Dis-
tance

35 miles

Means 
of 

trans-
port

“The Mails from Quebec to the several 
Post Offices on the route to Montreal, 
are made up and forwarded every day, 
at 4 P.M. Sundays and Fridays except-

ed.” Quebec Almanac1827
Mark-
ings

Manuscript “3N9” + “À être remise à 
son adresse immédiatement”.

Rate 3/9d cy for 10 sheets on a distance less 
than 61 miles. An additional charge 
of 1d cy was probably asked to the 

receiver for home delivery.

3- The first postal route

Other points of interest 
 This fold shows how prohibitive rates could 
be during the English administration of the 
post. Here the rate is 4½dcy per sheet. So 
for 10 sheets the rate was 45dcy, which 
translated to 3/9.
Portneuf’s post office was created in 1817.
Postmasters at Quebec and Montreal en-
gaged “runners” to deliver letters in town; 
they were paid one penny for their service.
This is one of the earliest mentions of home 
delivery in Canada.

1815-1831: A timid evolution
After the end of the Napoleonic wars and the 
reopening of the postal route to New York, 
the postal system in Canada slowly began 
its expansion. On the first postal road, new 
offices were opened at  Portneuf, Cap-Santé, 
Ste-Anne-la-Pérade, Terrebonne.In 1830, 
even on this most important postal road of 
the time, only 9 post offices were in opera-
tion, about one every 20 miles. So it’s not 
surprising that the old custom of “favoured 
letters” remained important even here. 
Another impediment to the general use of 
the post were the high rates that prevailed 
during the whole period of British administra-
tion. Rates where counted  per distance and 
“per sheet”. That’s why we seldom see any 
envelope, because envelopes where counted 
as an extra sheet, doubling consequently the 
rate!
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3- The first postal route and beyond 
From Portneuf to Quebec City, Jan 17, 1826

Other points of interest 
This Portneuf’s departure manuscript marking is the oldest recorded.
Note the handwritten remark on the lower left corner: “This 2/3 of postage is paid by me H(?) G(ugy).” The payment of 
an additionnal one penny for home delivery was then left at the receiver’s  discretion.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

35 miles Brought to Quebec by the postal courier. De-
livered to lawyer’s Gugy office by a “runner” 

engaged by the postmaster of Quebec. 

 Front: Manuscript “2N3” 
and 2/4” Rear side: “Port-

neuf 17 janvier 1826” manu-
script marking .

2/3dcy  for 6 sheets on a distance less 
than 61 miles. An additional charge of 

1dcy (for a total of 2/4) was asked to the 
receiver for home delivery.
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3- The first postal route
From Three Rivers to Quebec City, July 6 1824

From  Québec to Montreal, Oct 16 1818

Other points
 of interest 

 This is a very early example 
of a consignee letter. 

Dis-
tance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top: 90 miles Mail was carried 5 days a week 
between Montreal and Quebec

Three Rivers 39.5mm marking 
without the year indication (Us-

age 1824-1828).

7dcy for a distance between 61 
and 100 miles charged to the 

receiver. 

Bottom: 180 miles Letter accompanying luggage 
carried on the postal coach.

“Wt 2 Cases & a cribble MP” 
(MP stands for Millar and Par-

lane, general merchandising firm 
in Quebec)

Consignee letters accompanying 
luggage or packets through the 

post were sent free.
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3- The first postal route 
From L’Ancienne-Lorette Jan. 22 1819

From Quebec City  to Montreal Feb. 21 1826 

Other points of interest 
 Note the inscription (at bottom left) “Bureau de l’Adj(udent)t Gén(éral) des milices”. This cover 
is send to Jacques Viger one of the leaders of the Patriot movement in Lower Canada.

Other points 
of interest 

 Ancienne-Lorette is a very old 
village founded by the Hurons in 
1673, about 10 miles north west 
from Québec City. No post office 
was created in this area before 
1848. So letters had to be carried 
privately to Quebec.

Dis-
tance Means of transport Markings Rate

180 miles “The Mails from Quebec to the several Post Of-
fices on the route to Montreal, are made up and 

forwarded every day, at 4 P.M. Sundays and 
Fridays excepted.” Quebec Almanac 1820

 “Quebec Paid”  marking  and manuscript “9” on 
both fronts (usage 1817-1829). Quebec “fleuron” 

(usage 1810-1832 (on the rear side of the top 
cover).

9dcy for a distance 
between 101 and 
200 miles paid by 

the sender
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3- The first postal route   
From Ste-Anne-la-Pérade to Quebec City, Aug. 8 1811 & April 13 1830

Other points 
of interest 

The author of this letter Charles 
Gouin was responsible for the 
postal relay at Ste-Anne. The 
postal courier had to stop at his 
house to get fresh horses.The 
first post office opened in 1820 
in Ste-Anne-la-Pérade.

Other points of interest 
 It was rather hard to find where this letter comes from because many villages are named “Ste-Anne” .  
Here the rate indicates that the point of origin is situated 60 miles or less from Quebec. The only other 
village that could fit in is “Ste-Anne-de-Beaupré” but it had no post office at that time.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top:

60 miles

“The post for Quebec leaves Montre-
al every Monday and Thursday at 4 

o’clock” Quebec Almanac

Twice “Paid 4½” (One hand-
struck probably in Quebec.)

4½dcy for one sheet of paper for a 
distance less than 61 miles prepaid 

by the sender.

Bottom: Mail was carried 5 days a week be-
tween Quebec and Montreal

Manuscript markings “St.
Anns” and “4½”.

Same rate but paid by the receiver.
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3- The first postal route

Other 
points of 
interest 

 Portneuf’s post 
office opened in 
1817. Only 2 ex-
amples of its dou-
ble circle post-
mark are known 
(Usage: 1829-30)

Other points 
of interest 

Rawdon’s post office 
opened in October 
1831.
L’Assomption double 
circle (usage 1829-
35) was misspelled 
“St.Assomption”.

Route Dis-
tance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top: From Portneuf 
to Montreal, March 

30, 1830 

135 miles Mail was carried five days a week 
between Quebec and Montreal.

Double circle “Portneuf ” 
marking, manuscript “9”. 

9dcy for a distance between 
101 and 200 miles charged to 

the receiver. 
Bottom:  A- From 

Rawdon to L’Assomp-
tion, April 6, 1830

28 miles Letter privately brought from 
Rawdon to L’Assomption’s post 

office.

“Favored letter” None

B- From L’Assomp-
tion to Montreal, 

April 8, 1830 

25 miles Mail was carried five days a week 
between Quebec and Montreal.

Broken double circle “St.
Assomption” (rarely struck 
in black) manuscript “9”.

9dcy for 2 sheets of paper on 
a distance less than 61 miles 

charged to the receiver.
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4- The way to Halifax and Gaspe Peninsula
From Kamouraska to Rivière-des-Caps Nov. 16,1784

Other points 
of interest 

 At “Rivière-des-Caps” began the 
long portage that led to Lake Te-
miscouata and the Madawaska 
area where many Acadians were 
settled. Work on this route began 
during the summer of 1783.

A- Creation of the Route to Halifax
With the American Revolution, the route between Montreal and New York was closed most 
of the time from 1775 to the end of the Napoleonic Wars; therefore there was no way to 
communicate in winter between Canada and England. A new route was opened through the 
Temiscouata portage in 1784 and a post office opened in the Baie-des-Chaleurs  area (closed 
around 1798) in the 1780’s. Until the end of the century mail was delivered (and received) 
once a month to (or from) Halifax.

B-From 1800 to 1831
The post offices of the Gaspé peninsula were reopened in 1804 (Gaspé) and 1805 (Baie des 
Chaleurs). Mail was so irregular that no mention is made about this service in the Quebec 
Gazette. From 1815, a courier brought the mail to Quebec in winter. He charged an outra-
geous rate of 3/ per half ounce.

After the Napoleonic Wars, a few post offices were opened between the portage and Que-
bec City: Kamouraska (1816), Riviere Ouelle (1816), St-Jean-Port-Joli (1826), St-Thomas 
(now Montmagny) (1816). The opening of a post office in Miramichi NB. permitted a more 
steady delivery of the mail from the Gaspé peninsula. The mail was carried through Miram-
ichi and Fredericton. 

Postal rates were prohibitive because of the distance and the service was at best irregular 
so that most letters, until the end of our period of study, were carried “favored”. 

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

20 miles Privately carried None “Favored” letter
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4- The way to Halifax and Gaspe Peninsula
From New Carlisle to New Johnstown, Sept 26 1789

Other points of interest
 The sender, Donald Munro writes that his son Hugh Munro was named  postmaster of “Baie des Chaleurs”. It is not clear 
where the post office stood as Hugh Munro was established on the New Brunswick’s shore of the bay at that time. Mail 
was then scarcely delivered from “Baie des Chaleurs” as is indicated in the Quebec Almanach of 1791: “On achemine 
des Malles pour les Établissements de Gaspé, la Baie des Chaleurs, etc. selon le besoin et l’occasion.”

Route Dis-
tance

Means of transport Markings Rate

A- New Carlisle to Mon-
treal, Sept 26 1789

560 miles Probably privately carried to Montreal and 
posted from there.

Manuscript “To the 
care of the postmaster 

at Montreal”. Franking privilege 
of the postmas-
ter John Munro, 

postmaster at New 
Johnstown.

B- Montreal to New 
Johnstown (near Corn-
wall Ont.), Dec 8, 1789

82 miles In 1789, post offices were created in what is 
now Ontario, the mail was carried only once 

a month on the first Monday. The marking in-
dicates that this letter was mailed on Tuesday, 
Dec 8 at Montreal’s post office, its departure 

was then delayed until January 1790! 

Straight line marking 
“Montreal Decr 8“ in 
usage from 1789 to 

1792
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4- The way to Halifax and Gaspe Peninsula 
Quebec to Kamouraska, Jul 1 1789 

Quebec to Rivière Ouelle, Jan 7 1790

Other points of 
interest

For a long time there were no post 
offices in Lower Canada along the 
postal road between Halifax and 
Quebec City. It was difficult to give 
the letters to the postal carrier, be-
cause mail was delivered at best 
only every two weeks in summer 
and every month in winter. 

Dis-
tance

Means of transport Markings Rate

Top: 90 miles Privately carried

None “Favored letter”
Bottom: 78 miles Voyageurs, probably equipped with 

snow shoes in January.
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4- The way to Halifax and Gaspe Peninsula
From Kirkcudbright  (Scotland) to Quebec, Feb 25 1795

Other points of 
interest

“Au commencement de chaque mois il part 
un paquebot de Falmouth (...) avec une 
malle à bord pour Québec. Dans les mois de 
l’été, le Paquebot arrête à Halifax”  (Que-
bec Almanac 1800). The closed bags were 
dispatched to Quebec on their arrival.  Al-
though the Quebec Almanac established the 
distance between Halifax and Quebec as 797 
miles, letters were charged 1/8 per sheet.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Kirkcudbright to
Falmouth, Feb 25 1795

507 miles General post of England 1-Kirkcudbright straight line
2-Paid 1/9 (manuscript)

8d strlg over 150 miles (eff. 
1784-1801)

1d tax for Scotland
Falmouth to Halifax 

N.S., Mr 2 1795
2560 miles Packet Janvrin (left Fal-

mouth March 26, landed 
at Halifax May 3 1795)

Circular marking: Paid Mr 2 
1795

1/ strlg Packet boat charge.

Halifax to Quebec, May 
3 1795

797 miles English mail from 
Halifax

1-Halifax Nova Scotia May 3 
95 split double circle

1/8 cy for a distance be-
tween 601 and 700 miles.
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4- The way to Halifax and Gaspe Peninsula 
From Rivière-des-Caps to Quebec, Nov. 19,1797

Other points of interest
 “Way letters” along the Halifax postal route are extremely rare. On 
its arrival, the cover was struck with Quebec’s first “Paid” marking.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

110 miles Confided to the postal 
courier “on his way”

1-Manuscript:”1N6”
2- Mark “Paid” in a box

1/6cdcy for 2 sheets on a distance between 101 
and 200 miles paid by the sender.
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4- The way to Halifax and Gaspe Peninsula
Cap St-Ignace to Quebec, Apr 12 1800

Quebec to St-Roch, June 11 1801

Other points of 
interest

The perpetual bad state of roads was 
an impediment to the development of 
this area, here Mr. de Beaujeu states 
that he can’t make it to the court in 
Quebec City: “ma faible santé, mon 
âge ne me permets pas de faire le 
voyage  dans des chemins que les 
hommes ont de la peine à sentirer à 
pieds”.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Top: 43 miles Privately carried to Quebec None “Favored letter”

Bottom: 68 miles Privately delivered either by a voya-
geur or a boat’s captain.
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4- The way to Halifax and Gaspe Peninsula
Kamouraska to Quebec, May 28 1810

St-Thomas to Quebec, Aug 29 1816

Other points of 
interest

The remark “Par faveur de celui qui la 
porte”, reveals that letters were carried  
by anyone who offered to bring them 
to destination, and it had drawbacks as 
is shown by an extract of the letter: “Je 
n’ai reçu l’ordre que cinq jours avant la 
comparution. Je suis informé par Antoine 
Soussi, huissier que la lettre avait été dé-
cacheté par M.Casgrain et qui la retenue”.

Other points of 
interest

Post offices opened late on the 
Lower Canada side of the route, 
letters were mostly carried by pri-
vate couriers. 

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Top: 90 miles Privately carried Manuscript:

“Par faveur de celui qui la porte”
“Favored” coverBottom: 34 miles Privately carried by a certain 

Mr. Fréchette
Manuscript: “faveur de Mr. Fréchette”
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4- The way to Halifax and Gaspe Peninsula
From Halifax to Quebec City, April 12 1813

 From Gaspé to Quebec, Dec 30 1815

Other points of 
interest

Because of the war with the Unit-
ed States, mail was delivered 
sporadically from Halifax. This 
cover dated from the 12th of 
April, arrived only in August in 
Quebec.

Other points of interest
 It seems that a courier left the Gaspé Peninsula every winter with the mail for 
Quebec and came back with Quebec’s mail, he charged the outrageous amount of 3 
shillings per half ounce! These covers are extremely rare. 

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

706 miles Postal courier from Halifax, because of 
the war with the United States

Manuscript  “3N4” 3/4cy for 2 sheets (1/8cy per sheet) on a dis-
tance between 700 and 800 miles.

487 miles Carried in winter  by a postal courier 
equipped with snow shoes

Manuscript “3N” 3/cy (basic rate) between Gaspe Peninsula and 
Quebec, in winter, before 1825. 
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4- The way to Halifax and Gaspe Peninsula
Gaspé to Quebec, Feb.3 1818

Other points of 
interest

Very little is known on the delivery of mail 
to the Gaspé area before 1825 (opening of 
a post office at Miramichi). Normally postal 
routes were explained in the Quebec Alma-
nac and for the 1815-1818 period it offers 
the name of a certain Henry Johnson as 
postmaster of Gaspé but gives no indication 
on how,  when  or even if mail was delivered 
to the area.
This cover was carried by the winter mail 
courier on his return trip from Quebec. It 
seems that he charged by the weight in-
stead of the usual charge by sheet preva-
lent at that time. The total rate amounts to 
about $3 of the time.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

487 miles Carried in winter  by a postal 
courier equipped with snow 

shoes.

(Front) Manuscript  “12N” and “1oz”, 
(Rear) Fleuron marking from Quebec “Fe 3 

1818”

12/cy ( for the quadruple rate) 
between Gaspe Peninsula and Que-

bec, in winter, before 1825.
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4- The way to Halifax and Gaspe Peninsula
New Carlisle to Carleton, 17 Jan. 1819

Other points of interest
Even though Carleton lies about 150 miles nearer to Quebec than Gaspé, the 
courier who carried the mail in winter charged always 3 shillings by half ounce.  
The post office at Baie-des-Chaleurs was situated at Carleton and reopened 
since 1804. 

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

382 miles Carried privately from New Carlisle to Carleton 
(52 miles) and brought to Quebec in winter  by 
a postal courier equipped with snow shoes. Dis-

tance from Carleton to Quebec: 330 miles

Manuscript  “Double 6N”. 6/cy ( for the double winter rate) be-
tween Baie des Chaleurs and Quebec, 

before 1825. 
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4- The way to Halifax and Gaspe Peninsula
Montreal to London, June 1 1822

Other points of interest
For some reason this letter went from Montreal to Halifax (instead of New York). Maybe the send-
er thought that his letter had a better chance of being carried by the preceding packet (Princess 
Elizabeth) that left New York on June 8, sailed from there to Halifax and left for Falmouth on June 
19. As it missed the Princess Elizabeth, the letter had to wait a whole month for the next ship.

Route Dis-
tance

Means of transport Markings Rate

Montreal to 
Halifax

977 miles Mail was forwarded from Quebec City 
to Halifax “every second Wednesday”. 

(Quebec Almanac 1821)

Montreal 
straight line, 
June 1 1822

2/1cy prepaid  (no mark)

Halifax to Fal-
mouth Jul 17 1822

2560 
miles

Packet Fox (left Halifax July 17, landed 
at Falmouth August 10

Halifax Fleu-
ron

1/3 strlg Packet boat charge (British 
rate 1812-1839)

Falmouth to 
London

230 miles English mail London circle 
(in red) Aug 

11 1822

11d strlg inland rate (simple rate 
between 170 and 230 miles).

Total british rate: 2/2strlg paid by 
the receiver
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4- The way to Halifax and Gaspe Peninsula
Quebec to Rivière Ouelle, May 19,1829

Other points of interest

Riviêre-Ouelle post office opened as early as 1816 but had so little activity before the 
1830’s that even the postmaster at Quebec couldn’t tell the right rate.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

78 miles Brought with the mail  for Halifax. Ser-
vice was minimal: “The courier is not to be 

detained more than five minutes at any office 
between Quebec and Riv.du Loup”. Excerpt 

from the “Time Bill for 1847”

1- “Quebec Paid” (usage 1817-
1829) 

2- Quebec “Fleuron” (1810-
1832) both in red.

4½dcy for one sheet on a distance 
less than 61 miles, paid by the 

sender. It should have been 9dcy as 
Rivière-Ouelle lies at 78 miles from 

Quebec.
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4- The way to Halifax and Gaspe Peninsula
From Carleton to Fredericton, Apr 29 1830  

Other points of interest

A- Rates: The inland distance from Carleton to Miramichi is about 150 miles (rate 9dcy), but through Baie des 
Chaleurs it lowers to about 100 miles which explains the 7dcy rate. So we can reasonably assume that the cover 
was carried by a boat. In the first years, the courier between Miramichi and Fredericton insisted on being paid 
1/cy for every letter he carried.

B-Other points: The post office called “Bay Chaleur” was situated in Carleton, mail for Lower Canada was then 
carried to Fredericton, joining the Halifax road at that point. This is probably the most beautiful example (ex des 
Rivières) of the rare “Bay Chaleur” postmark.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

1- From Carleton to 
Miramichi through 

“Baie-des-Chaleurs”, Apr 
29 1830  

2- From Miramichi to 
Fredericton, May 4 1830.

300+ miles A postal route was opened 
between Miramichi and 
Fredericton in 1825. The 

letter was probably brought 
from Carleton through Baie 

des Chaleurs on a boat. 

Special fancy markings “Bay 
Chaleur” (usage 1830-1832) and 
Miramichi (usage:1828-1834), 
Manuscript markings “7”, “1N” 

and “1N7”

7dcy between Carleton and 
Miramichi (between 61 

and 100 miles).
1/cy special rate between 
Miramichi and Frederic-

ton.
Total 1/7dcy paid by the 

receiver.
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5- The route from Montreal to the U.S.
From Philadelphia Penn. to St-Sulpice (near Montreal), Feb 16 1799

Other points of interest

The first postal convention between Canada and the United States was conclud-
ed in 1792. Most of the mail was prepaid to the lines.
The 22c American rate was in effect from 1792 until April 1799.
This letter was delivered to John Fisher in Montreal who had it forwarded (fa-
vored letter) to St-Sulpice, near L’Assomption.

Route Distance Means of trans-
port

Markings Rate

A- From Phila-
delphia Penn. to 
Burlington Vt, 

353 miles

Beginning in 1796, 
mail from the U.S.. 
was brought once 

a week to Montreal 
(through Burlington)

 

Circle postmark “PHI(ladelphia)  
Fe 15, and “Paid” . Manuscript: 
“22” + “To the care of Mr. John 
Fisher Merch(an)t in Montreal”

American postage 22c for a 
distance between 350 and 450 

miles paid by the sender.

B- From Burlington 
to St-Sulpice

55 miles Manuscript “7”  7dcy from the lines to Montre-
al, special rate (eff. 1795-1811) 

paid by the receiver.
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Covers coming from or going to the U.S. 
The war of 1812 cut for another time the link between Montreal and New York. After 1815 
the tensions eased between both countries and mail was carried from Montreal to New York 
every week.

5- The route from Montreal to the U.S.
From Berthier to Champlain N.Y,, Jan 2 1818

Other points of interest
The postmaster at the exchange office in Swanton Ve crossed the “Paid” marking out and charged 12½c to the 
receiver, this was the U.S. single rate for a distance between 80 and 150 miles. The distance through the lake 
is now stated at 23 miles, but the postal route of the time went around the lake. 
Note that the postmaster at Swanton wrote “Dec 6” which doesn’t make sense since the letter was dated from  
January 2!

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

1- From Berthier to 
Swanton Vt. Jan 2 1818

105 miles Mail was brought once a 
week from Montreal to 

Swanton.
 

(Front ) Hand stamped “Paid”, 
manuscript “9”

(Rear) “Berthier” 36mm straight 
line marking (period of use: 

1815-1817).    (One of the very 
few strikes known)

Paid 9dcy by the sender, 
(special rate to the border, 
effective from May 1815 to 

April 1819).

2- From Swanton Vt. to 
Champlain N.Y,, Jan(?) 

6 1818

Between 
81 and 150 

miles

By the American courier 
around Lake Champlain

Manuscript markings “Swanton 
Dec 6”, “12½”

12½c charged to the re-
ceiver (U.S. single rate for 
a distance between 80 and 
150 miles. (Eff. 1816-1825)
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5- The route from Montreal to the U.S.
From Montreal to New York, Aug 1 1821

Other points of interest
In 1820 the exchange office was moved from Swanton Vt to Highgate Vt. Postage to the U.S. had to be paid by 
the sender. The paid markings and Canadian rates were crossed out by the postmaster of the exchange office 
and American rates were applied.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

1- From Montreal to the 
American transfer office 
at Highgate, Vt (Aug 1 

1821)

66 miles “In Summer the communi-
cation between Quebec and 
the United States is thrice 

a week” (Quebec Almanac 
1820) 

Straight line “Montreal” ham-
mer on two lines (usage: 1810-
1828), “Paid” (both manuscript 

and  hand stamped and both 
crossed out), manuscript“6”,

6dcy from Montreal to the 
lines (special tariff in usage 
from 1819 to 1837) paid by 

the sender. 

2- Forwarded from 
Highgate to New York

343 miles By the American postal 
system

Manuscript “18½” 18½c American rate (usage 
1816-1825) charged to the 
receiver for a distance be-
tween 151 and 400 miles.
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5- The route from Montreal to the U.S. and beyond.
From Quebec City to Calcutta, India, Apr 1 1826

Other points of interest

This cover was sent to the care of George L. Deblois 
who is reported in the Boston Almanac & Business Di-
rectory of 1826 as a ship owner and auctioneer; he 
was established at India Wharf in Boston.  Deblois 
had the letter privately shipped  to India probably by a 
freighter in the harbor.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

 From Quebec City to 
Boston (over Montreal 
and Lake Champlain).

Apr 1 1826

552 miles “The letters for the United 
States are now forwarded 

from the Post Office in Que-
bec, on Mondays, Wednes-

days and Saturday at 4 P.M.” 
Quebec Almanac 1826

Two “Quebec Paid”  markings 
(usage 1817-1829) and manu-

script “1N” and “18¾” . Quebec 
“fleuron” (on the rear side).

1/cy, special rate from 
Quebec to the lines, 18¾c 

American single rate 
between 150 and 400 miles 

(rate effective from 1825 
to 1845). All paid by the 

sender.

Forwarded from Boston 
to Calcutta, India

about 8000 
miles

A private ship from Boston Manuscript:“to the care of Geo. 
L. Deblois Co. Boston’

“Favored letter”
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5- The route from Montreal to the U.S.
From Quebec City to New York (over Montreal and Lake Champlain). 

July 12 1828

Other points of interest
Even if this letter was entirely prepaid to New York, rates had to be established separately, the postmaster of 
Quebec (as Deputy Postmaster General) being entitled to collect the United States postage on letters send from  
or to Canada. He actually received a 20% commission on such collections.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

589 miles “The letters to the United States are 
now forwarded from the Post Office 
in Quebec every Post day at 4 P.M.” 

Quebec Almanac 1828

Two “Quebec Paid”  markings (usage 
1817-1829) and manuscript “1N” and 
“18¾” . Quebec “fleuron” (on the rear 

side).

1/cy, special rate from Quebec to the 
lines, 18¾c American single rate between 

150 and 400 miles (rate effective from 
1825 to 1845). All paid by the sender.
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6- Development of new routes after the Napoleonic wars 
From Maskinongé to Île St-Ignace, May 6 1814

From William Henry (Sorel) to Montreal, May 7 1814

Other points of interest

This is a “turned cover” that contains 
two letters. The first one informed the 
Captain of Militia in St-Ignace Island 
that a corpse had been found on his 
district. The second one reports the 
procedures (“Le corps a été enterré 
sur la grève à la pointe de Sorel”) to 
the coronary in Montreal. This cover 
dates from the opening year of the 
postal road on the south shore be-
tween Montreal and Sorel then called 
William Henry (post office opened in 
1814). 

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

1-From Maskinongé to 
Île St-Ignace, 
May 6 1814

16 miles With a boat through the 
St.Lawrence River

None “Favored letter”

2- From Île St-Ignace to 
Sorel (William Henry)

5 miles With a boat through the 
St.Lawrence River

None “Favored letter”

3- From William Henry 
(Sorel) to Montreal, 

May 7 1814

53 miles By the postal courier be-
tween Sorel and Montreal

Manuscript “9” Charged 9dcy to the re-
ceiver, for 2 sheets of paper 
on a distance less than 61 

miles.
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6- Development of new routes after the Napoleonic wars 
From L’Acadie to St.Johns Oct 29 1814

Other points of interest

War of 1814 letter carried by a soldier bringing a suspect of concealing arms to the Justice of the Peace in 
St. Johns. The author of the letter, Major Wauchope of the Meuron (Swiss) regiment, distinguished himself 
when at the head of 5 companies he occupied Plattsburg (N.Y.) in August 1814. No post office was opened 
in L’Acadie before 1835. St. Johns post office opened in 1814.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

7 miles War of 1814 military despatch
Manuscript “Service”, 

Signed “Major Wauchope”
Carried by a soldier of the Meuron 

Regiment
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6- Development of new routes after the Napoleonic wars 
From La Prairie to Quebec, Apr 28 1821 & Sept 8 1823

Other points 
of interest

This cover dates from the very 
first year of a post office at La 
Prairie, nine miles south west 
from Montreal.  
At the beginning a special rate 
of 1dcy per sheet was charged 
by the courier to bring the let-
ters to Montreal’s post office.

Other points 
of interest

This is the only reported ex-
ample of the 20mm. Laprai-
rie straight line postmark.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate
Top:

189 miles

Brought by the postal 
courier from La Prairie 
to Montreal and then 
forwarded to Quebec

Front: Hand stamped “Paid”, 
manuscript “10d”

Rear: “Laprairie” straight line 25 
mm. marking (usage 1820-29)

10dcy paid by the sender, composed of 
a special 1d charge between La Prairie 
and Montreal and 9dcy , single rate for 

Quebec

Bottom: “Laprairie” straight line 20mm. 
marking, manuscript “Paid 2/6”

2/6cy (or 30dcy) Same rate as above for 3 
sheets, paid by the sender, 
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6- Development of new routes after the Napoleonic wars 
From La Prairie, to Sandwich U.C. (now Windsor Ont.),  Sept 1 1823

From Quebec to St.George, Aug 10,1825

Other points of interest

The post office of Laprairie, 9 miles distant 
from Montreal  opened in 1820. Sandwich 
was then the most distant Canadian point 
in the west  linked to the postal system.

Other points 
of interest

This cover is addressed to “Mrs 
Languedoc”, wife of the seigneur of 
St. George.
J.M.Raymond of La Prairie (ship own-
er and M.L.A. for Huntingdon) had 
it forwarded to St.George, 15 miles 
south of La Prairie. A short lived post 
office opened in St. George (now 
St-Édouard-de-Napierville) in 1831.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top 638 miles Mail was carried once a week from La 
Prairie to Montreal and twice a week 

from there to Upper Canada

“Free”, “Lawrence Kidd 1 
Sept. 1823” and Montreal 
straight line (1810-1828 

type)

Franking privilege of Lawrence Kidd, 
first postmaster of Laprairie.

Bottom 189 miles Mail was carried  5 times a week from 
Quebec to Montreal and once a wek to 

Laprairie

Front: Manuscript “9” “1” 
and “10”.

Back: Quebec “fleuron”

10dcy paid by the receiver, composed  
9dcy , single rate rom Quebec to  Mon-
treal and of a special 1d charge between 

Laprairie and Montreal. 
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6- Development of new routes after the Napoleonic wars 
From Chambly to St. Andrews, 1823

Other points of interest

1- Rate: The distance between Chambly and St. Andrews is 60 miles, so the total rate should have been 4½d. But 
the letter was first addressed to Montreal and then forwarded to St Andrews, so thet two separate charges were applied.

2- The postmaster at Chambly ran out of ink but nevertheless applied an “albino” postmark.These uninked markings are rare and 
show the hardness of the time.

3- The rare Montreal “Forward” was the first forwarding postmark in Canada (Usage 1821-1823)

Route Dis-
tance

Means of transport Markings Rate

1-From Chambly 
to Montreal

15 miles Mail was carried once a week to Mon-
treal

“Chambley” straight line 
(albino) marking (Usage 

1821-29). Manuscript 
“4½”

4½d cy single rate for 
less than 61 miles paid 

by the receiver

2-  From Montreal 
to St.Andrews

45 miles “The Mails to the several Post Offices 
on the Ottawa River are forwarded 

every Saturday”(cf. Quebec Almanac 
1820) 

“Forward” (used 1821-
23); manuscript “4½”, “9”

4½d cy single rate for 
less than 61 miles paid 

by the receiver
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6- Development of new routes after the Napoleonic wars 
From Durham to Hatley, May 20 1821

Other points of interest

Post offices were opened in 1817 in Richmond, Sherbrooke and Hatley in the Eastern Townships. The rate is quite 
unusual. It is known that in the first years of the opening of the road, the courier charged 1/ to deliver letters 
between Montreal and Sherbrooke. 

The receiver in Barnston had to travel 10 miles to Hatley in order to get his letter

Postal routes south of Montreal and to the Eastern Townships
The arrival of a large number of English speaking settlers in the Eastern Township  brought the creation of postal 
route that linked the Townships to Montreal. Post offices were created in Chambly (1816), St-Césaire (1827), Gran-
by (1826), Sherbrooke (1817), Hatley (1817), Stanstead (Near the U.S. border) (1817). From Sorel (William Henry) 
(1814) another route joined Drummonville (1816) and Richmond (1819).

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

1-From Durham to 
Richmond, 

11 miles Privately carried None “Favored”

2-  From Richmond to 
Hatley

45 miles Mail was carried once a 
week to the Eastern Town-
ships. (cf. Quebec Almanac 

1820) 

Manuscript “1/4”, “To be left at 
Hatley post office”.

1/4cy paid by the receiver. 
This is a special rate.
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6- Development of new routes after the Napoleonic wars 
From Quebec to Baie-du-Febvre, May 8 1828

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

From Quebec to 
Baie-du-Febvre 

probably through 
Montreal. 

111 miles (direct 
route) or 260 

miles (through 
Montreal)

“The Mails from Quebec to the 
several Post Offices in the Eastern 
Townships, are made up and for-
warded every Monday, at 4 P.M.” 

Quebec Almanac 1828

“Quebec Paid”  marking (usage 
1817-1829) and manuscript “9”. 

Quebec “fleuron” and manuscript 
“Il a été demandé 11d au Bureau 

de la poste par erreur” (on the 
rear side).

9dcy for a distance 
between 101 and 200 

miles paid by the 
sender.

Other points of interest

A post office was opened in 1820 in Baie-du-Febvre, under the name of “Baie-St-Antoine”. Its only link to Quebec 
was then through the river either at Sorel-Berthier or at Montreal. The rate could be established at either  “9dcy” 
or “11dcy” depending on the road taken by the letter.
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6- Development of new routes after the Napoleonic wars 
From Quebec to St-Mathias, Sept 5 1829 

Other points of interest

This cover crossed the St. Lawrence at Berthier-Sorel, it was then forwarded to Chambly and St-Mathias (opened 
under the name of “Point Olivier”). It is one of the first cover sent to the Montreal’s South Shore through Sorel. 
Both Chambly and William Henry strikes are the earliest known from these hammers.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

1-From Quebec to Wil-
liam Henry, Sept 5 1829

140 miles Brought from Quebec to 
Berthier and across the St. 
Lawrence river to William 

Henry

Quebec “Fleuron” marking, 
manuscript “9”

9dcy charged to the receiv-
er for a distance between 

101 and 200 miles.
2- William Henry (now 

Sorel) to Chambly,
 Sept 6 1829

55 miles A postal route was estab-
lished between Sorel and 

Montreal  in 1814

William Henry broken double 
circle marking. Manuscript 

“Forwarded”

3- From Chambly to 
St-Mathias, 
Sept 7 1829

6 miles The post office of St-Mathi-
as, (county: Rouville) was 

created in 1826

Chambly broken double circle 
marking.

Total: 201 
miles
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6- Development of new routes after the Napoleonic wars 

Other points of 
interest

The rate by Derby Line 
(190 miles from Rupert Vt.) 
should have been 18½c 
paid by the sender + 1d 
(drop letter rate) paid by 
the receiver at Stanstead.
But the sender paid only 
12½c enough for Swanton 
(128 miles) but not for Der-
by. 
So the letter passed through 
Swanton-Montreal and the 
receiver was charged one 
shilling instead of a penny!

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

 Top: From Blooming-
burg Ohio to Hatley 
through the lines at 

Stanstead, July 1, 1829

944 miles Crossed the line through the 
exchange office at Derby Line 

Vt.- Stanstead

(Manuscript) “Bloom-
ingburg, July 1” “25” 

“S1(?) 1/3”,”4½, “1/7½”. 
Stanstead L.C. double 

circle and Hatley broken 
double circle. 

U.S.: 25c for more than 400 
miles, (eff.1825-1845). Con-
verted in Stanstead to 1/3cy 
+ 4½dcy from Stanstead to 

Hatley (14 miles), Total 1/7½ 
charged to the receiver. 

Bottom: 1- (American 
route) Rupert Vt. to 

Swanton Vt. Feb 16 1830

128 miles Crossed the line at the Swan-
ton Vt. exchange (instead of 

Derby Line)

(Manuscript) Rupert Vt. 
Feb 16, Paid 12½, “via 

Derby “. 

12½c for a distance between 
81 and 150 miles paid by the 

sender to the lines.

2- (Canadian route)
Swanton to Stanstead 

through Montreal (Feb 
23)

100 miles Mail was carried once a week 
from Montreal to the Eastern 
Townships (cf Quebec Alma-

nac 1830)

Montreal circle (usage: 
1825-36). Manuscript 

“1/”

1/cy charged to the receiver 
(Twice the special rate of 6dcy 
between Montreal and the U.S. 

exchange office)
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6- Development of new routes after the Napoleonic wars 

Other points of 
interest

Petite Nation (now Pa-
pineauville) is on the 
road between Montreal 
and Hull the post office 
opened in 1827. This 
cover was overcharged 
2d to the receiver, the 
distance being less than 
201 miles. 

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

1- From Lochaber to Pe-
tite Nation,  Oct 31 1830

16 miles Privately brought to Petite 
Nation post office

None “Favored letter”

2- From Petite Nation 
to Sherbrooke (through 
Montreal) Nov 13 1830

190 miles Mail was carried twice a 
week to the post offices 

on the Ottawa River and 
once a week to the Eastern 

Townships

Double circle “Petite 
Nation”( usage 1829-1855) 
American circle Montreal 
(1828-1834), “Forwarded 
“Manuscript: “7”, “4” ,”11”

7dcy for a distance between 61 and 100 
miles between Petite Nation and Montreal, 
4d added in Montreal to reach the 11dcy 
rate for 201 to 300 miles, charged to the 

receiver.

Bottom:  From Three 
Rivers to Sherbrooke Dec 

3 1830

96 miles Mail was carried once a 
week to the Eastern Town-

ships

Three Rivers “American” 
circle hammer (Usage: 

1827-39) and (manuscript) 
“7”

7dcy charged to the receiver for a distance 
between 61 and 100 miles
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6- Development of new routes after the Napoleonic wars 
From Hull to Quebec, forwarded to Montreal, forwarded to Three Rivers

Other points of interest
This letter was send from Hull to Wm. Felton, who was responsible for the Crown Lands 
Office in Quebec, but when the letter reached Quebec, Felton had  already left for Mon-
treal, it was prepaid a second time and forwarded to Montreal, but Felton had left for 
Three Rivers where the letter finally joined him! 

The route to Hull 
The postal service along the Ottawa River began in 1819, as the Quebec Gazette (1820) indicated: “The Mails from 
Quebec to the several Post Offices in the Ottawa River, are forwarded every Saturday  at 4 P.M.” . Along 
that road post offices were created at St-Eutache (1819), Papineauville (Petite Nation) (1827), St.Andrews (1819), 
Hull(1819).

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

1- From Hull to Quebec, 
July 13 1829

304 miles Mail was carried twice a week 
to the post offices on the Otta-
wa River (cf. Quebec Almanac 

1829)

Hull broken double 
circle + (Manuscript)  

“Paid 1N2”

1/2cy for one sheet between 
201 and 300 miles paid by the 

sender,

2- Forwarded from Que-
bec to Montreal, Jul 18 

1829

180 miles “The Mails from Quebec to 
the several Post Offices on the 
route to Montreal, are made 
up and forwarded every day, 

at 4 P.M. Sundays and Fridays 
excepted.” Quebec Almanac 

1829

Quebec Fleuron Jul. 18 
1829 + “Paid Quebec” 

marking +“9” 

9dcy for a distance between 
101 and 200 miles paid by the 

(forwarding) sender
3- Forwarded to Three 

Rivers, Jul 22 1829
90 miles Montreal “American” 

circle hammer and 
(manuscript) “7”

7dcy charged to the receiver 
for a distance between 61 and 

100 miles
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6- Development of new routes after the Napoleonic wars 
From Quebec to St.Andrews, March 21, 1830

Other points of interest 
 When a postal road was opened from Mon-
treal to Hull in 1819 , a post office was 
created in St.Andrews (now St-André-Est, 
about 80 miles from Hull). This letter con-
tained the nomination of Wm. G. Blanchard 
as postmaster.

Dis-
tance

225 miles

Means 
of 

trans-
port

Mail from Quebec City to the the post 
offices on the Ottawa River was sent 

twice a week on Tuesday and Saturday 
(cf Quebec Almanac 1830)

Mark-
ings

“Free”, (hammered and manuscript), 
Quebec “Fleuron”(1810-1832), 

“O.H.M.S”. and “G.P.O. Quebec”.

Rate Franking privilege of the General Post 
Office in Quebec.



62

7- Populated areas left untouched by the postal system in 1831. 
A- Land Mail: From Quebec to “La Canardière”, Nov 13 1780

From Yamaska to Beauport, Sept 17 1781

Other points of interest 
  Yamaska lies 13 miles east of Sorel on the south shore of 
the St.Lawrence. It got a post office in 1826. Beauport (spelled 
“bau por a qué bèque”), one of the largest and most populat-
ed villages of Lower Canada, was established in 1634  but had 
to wait 1854 to get a post office.

Other points of interest 
 “La Canardière” lies on the north shore 
between Quebec and Beauport, its name 
comes the abundance of ducks in this 
area. No post office opened east of Que-
bec before 1832 on the north shore.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top: 3 miles Privately carried

 None “Favored letter”Bottom: 132 miles Privately carried over the St.Lawrence River to 
Beauport
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7- Populated areas left untouched by 
the postal system in 1831. 

A- Land Mail

Other points 
of interest 

 These two covers from the same 
correspondence indicate that some 
kind of mail delivery existed on the 
“Côte de Beaupré” before the official 
extension of the mail to this area in 
1832.

Land Mail (cf. map page 64)
Large segments of the province were still 
unconnected to the system, mostly in areas 
inhabited by French Canadians.  These pop-
ulations had to send their letters through 
travelers (favored letters); some of them 
asked exorbitant prices for the carrying of 
mail. Among the populated areas that were 
not covered by the postal system in Febru-
ary 1831, notice:
1) From Rivière-du-Loup to Rimouski and 
the Gaspé area on the south shore of the 
St.Lawrence, the route joined Rimouski in 
1832 and Matane only in 1851;
2) All the area south of Quebec City, 
Beauce county until the U.S. border.”La 
Beauce” post office opened in June 1831, 
and mail was almost never carried through 
this route to the U.S. before Confederation.
3) The south shore of the river between 
Quebec and Sorel; that route was opened 
in the summer of 1831 with post offices at 
Lotbinère and Nicolet. 
4) All of the densily populated Côte 
de Beaupré and Charlevoix area, east 
of Quebec. Post offices were opened 
in 1833 at Château Richer, St.Paul’s 
Bay, Murray Bay (La Malbaie) and  
Les Éboulements.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top: From Quebec to Beauport, 
Oct 14 1794

5 miles Carried by a private courier Manuscript: “4”, 
“Way” and “4½”

4½dcy (or 4d strl) for less 
than 60 miles.Bottom: From Quebec to Beau-

port, Apr 11 1796
Manuscript: “Way” 

“4”
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7- Populated areas left untouched by the postal 
system in 1831. 

A- Land Mail: From Baie-St-Paul to Quebec City, July 14 1810

Other points of interest 
The parish of “Baie-St-Paul” was created as early as 1681. Although an old French road (“Chemin du Roy”) 
linked it to Quebec, no postal road was established in this area before 1832.  This situation caused much 
discontent.

The postal system in 1830

    Main postal routes
          Nicolet : main centers left out
 For more information, see page 63

Montreal

Quebec

Laprairie

via New York

via Halifax

Hull

Stanstead

Sherbrooke

William Henry

Nicolet

Berthier

Three Rivers Gaspé

Chaleurs Bay

via Fredericton

Murray Bay

Baie St-Paul

Rimouski

Ste-Marievia York (Toronto)

St. Lawrence River

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

60 miles Privately carried to Quebec either by foot or with a boat None “Favored letter”
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7- Populated areas left untouched by the postal system in 
1831. 

A- Land Mail: From Ste-Marie-de-la Nouvelle-Beauce to Quebec, Jan. 31 1831

Other points of interest 
Beauce county was long famous for the bad state of its roads. The parish of Ste-Marie was established in 
1737. The post office was created in October of 1831 under the name “La Beauce”. Note the address on this 
fold: “Alexander Simpson Écuier, Caissier”. In fact Alexander Simpson was the manager of Bank of Montreal’s 
Quebec’s office.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

35 miles Privately carried to Quebec. None “Favored letter”
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7- Populated areas left untouched by the postal system in 
1831.  B- Mail to or from the St.Lawrence River

From Isle-aux-Coudres to Quebec City,  Dec. 29 1788

Other points of interest 
The sender won’t be able to appear before the Court in Quebec. He invokes the hardship of the travel, spe-
cially the crossing of the river and the huge capes that lie between Baie-St-Paul and Beaupré: “(Il) m’est im-
possible de paroître veu égard que je suis un homme dunne âge avancé, cela par la raisons que la traverser 
et le passage des Cape.”  The receiver is Malcolm Fraser an officer of Wolfe’s army during the battle of Quebec 
(1759). A post office was opened at Isle-aux-Coudres in 1853.

The Islands 
The St. Lawrence River was always used to carry the mail but the islands were difficult to link to a 
regular postal system. The first post offices on the islands south of Quebec were created on Isle d’Or-
leans in 1852.
Covers from this early period sent to or coming from the islands are extremely rare.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

80 miles Either with a boat or over the bridge of ice between Isle-aux-Coudres 
and Baie-St-Paul, privately carried overland from Baie-St-Paul to 

Quebec.

None “Favored letter”
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7- Populated areas left untouched by the postal system in 1831.  
B- Mail to or from the St.Lawrence River
From Quebec City to Île-aux-Basques, May 7 1812 

From Quebec City to Ste-Famille, Isle d’Orléans, Feb. 9 1826

Other points of 
interest 

 Bask Island (or Île-aux-
Basques) lies in front of 
Trois-Pistoles. The letter  is 
about the freight of a ship 
grounded on the island. 
The rare letters to or from 
the islands were carried by 
passing ships. Bask Island  
has never had a post of-
fice. 

Other points of 
interest 

 Note that the ad-
dress is simply: “à Lille 
D’orléans”. Genealogy 
learns us that the Bon-
neau family was estab-
lised at Ste-Famille on 
the north side of the 
island where the water 
is shallow and an ice 
bridge forms in winter. 
A postal route was es-
tablished on the island 
in 1852.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top: 150 miles By a ship from Quebec “W” crossed over by “X”, these  markings have 
nothing to do with the post but were Vice-Admi-

ralty court filing marks. “Favored letter”

Bottom: About 25 
miles

Privately brought to Isle d’Orléans 
in winter over the ice bridge.

None
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7- Populated areas left untouched by the postal system in 
1831.  B- Mail to or from the St.Lawrence River
From “Ship Harmony, in distress” to Montreal, June 17 1819

Other points of interest 
 Built in Montreal in 1812 and belonging to Millar and Parlane, ship owners of Montreal, the ship Harmony 
has been damaged on its return trip to Liverpool (?), it has landed and Captain Spence asks assistance to the 
owner. It is unclear where the ship landed. The Harmony had left Liverpool on April 7 and arrived in Quebec 
on May 22 carrying salt. The ship was saved as it is reported in the port of New York on June 15 1820 (from 
Greenock) carrying 34 settlers. 

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Unknown By ship from the “Harmony” to Montreal. None “Favored letter”
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7- Populated areas left untouched by the postal system 
in 1831.  B- Mail to or from the St.Lawrence River

Other points 
of interest 

 The ship “Rebecca” had left Que-
bec on Nov. 8. On Nov. 18 it had 
only reached Isle-Verte and was 
stuck there because of  contrary 
winds. 

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

 From  “Ship Rebecca” off 
Green Island (Isle-Verte) to 

Quebec, posted in Quebec to 
James Millar (Millar and Par-

lane), Nov 18 1819

212 miles.  Brought by a passing ship to 
George Ross, Quebec’s agent for 

Millar and Parlane, ship owners, 
received on Nov 25 and mailed for 

Montreal.

Front: “9”
 Back: Indis-
tinct Fleuron 
marking from 

Quebec.

“Favored” from Green Island 
to Quebec, 9dcy paid by the 

receiver for a distance between 
101 and 200 miles (from Que-

bec to Montreal.
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8- Maritime and transatlantic mail
From Quebec to Glasgow, Nov 9 1776

Other points of interest 
1- The American Continental Army led by Montgomery and Benedict Arnold made the siege of Quebec from De-
cember 1775 to May 1776. Montreal was occupied until the 17th of June! 
The “Canadian who arrived at Quebec on Sept 5 (Quebec Gazette) was one of the first private ships to enter the 
port that year. It returned to England on the second week of November.

2- The writer Murdoch Stuart was a supporter of the Americans and had to leave the town during the siege on Gen 
Carleton’s order. He was obviously back in November. 

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

From Quebec to 
Dover

Nov 9, 1776

About 3100 
miles

Brought from Quebec 
to Dover’s post office by 

the ship “Canadian”

Manuscript: “By the 
Canadian / Capt Wm. 

Abbott”

none

From Dover to 
Glasgow (through 
London and Edin-

burg).

520 miles British mail 1- “Dover Ship lre”
2- Bishop mark “19 De” 

(London)
3-Bishop mark “23 De” 

(Edinburg)
4- Munuscript: “7” over 

“6”, “1N7”

1d ship letter rate
6d Dover London (77 miles)

Total 7d strlg to London
11d London to Glasgow (about 400 

miles)
1d for maintenance of roads in 

Scotland.
Total 1/7 strlg
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8- Maritime and transatlantic mail
From Quebec to Madeira, Aug. 30 1786

Other points of interest 
 This fold shows us how hard where commercial communications at that time, the letter is dated from the 
first of January, but couldn’t leave before the end of August, as is shown by an addendum of August 30. The 
receiving mark in Madeira dates from April 18 1787! The letter is from Robert Lester a merchant of Quebec 
who shipped wheat to Madeira and imported wine.

Communication with Great Britain: “Ship” vs “Packet” Letters 
From 1795, acket boats were engaged at a fix rate to carry the mail between England and North America. Before the 
era of the steamship (1840) these ships sailed from Falmouth and landed in Halifax  and (depending on the relations 
between the United Kingdom and the United States) to New York. Packet boat charges were pretty high (usually 1/ 
stg). Packet boats never landed in Quebec.

Another way of sending a letter overseas was to give it to a private boat captain who would post it on his point of 
landing. The letter was then marked “Ship” and a small commission was given to the captain. Ship markings are of-
ten among the most beautiful of that era. The captain’s commission in Quebec was 1d until 1815 and 2½d thereafter. 

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

From Quebec to “Newton, 
Gordon & Johnton, wine ex-
porters in Madeira (a Portu-
guese island near Morocco) 

Aug. 30 1786

About 3100 
miles

Favored by a certain Mr. Scott, 
probably Thomas Scott (who 
was Quebec’s custom control-
ler) passenger on a private 
ship to Madeira.

Manuscript marking 
“favored by Mr. Scott 
Q(uebec) D(uty) C 
(ontroller)”

““Favored letter”



72

8- Maritime and transatlantic mail
From London, England to Three Rivers, April 1 1793

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

From London, England to 
Quebec , April 1 1793

About 3100 
miles

Brought to Quebec’s 
post office by the ship’s 
captain on July 7 1793

 Manuscript marking “8”, Que-
bec hand stamps “Ship” (usage: 

1793-99) and  Bishop mark. 
The round “Quebec Canada” 
marking around the Bishop 

dater is a separate hammer, it 
was in use from 1793 to 1798.

8dcy, consisting of 7dcy 
for a distance between 

60 and 100 miles 
from Quebec to Three 
Rivers, plus 1dcy ship 

letter fee.

From Quebec to Three Rivers, 
July 7 1793

90 miles In 1793, mail was carried 
every Monday and 

Thursday from Quebec.
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8- Maritime and transatlantic mail
From Three Rivers to Norwich, England, Feb 23 1796

Other points 
of interest 

 Josephat Mountain from Three 
Rivers writes to his aunt in En-
gland about the circumstances 
of the hastened departure of his 
brother Jacob Mountain, first 
Anglican bishop of Canada: “The 
Bishop of Lincoln communicated 
his intention of making him bishop 
of Quebec with the most strict in-
junction of inviolable secrecy (...) 
on the pain of the stigma of be-
traying the confidence which Mr. 
Pit (sic) has reposed on him”.

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

About 3200 
miles

 Favored from Three Rivers to Quebec 
and carried to England by a private ship, 
posted on the arrival of the ship on the 

British coast.

Manuscript markings Quebec “Bish-
op mark” (usage: 1793-98), British 
forwarding mark (March 30 1796), 
manuscript “To pay 1N” (crossed 

over), “1/5”

Total rate 1/5strlg, made of 1/ ship 
letter fee + 5dstrlg for a distance 
between 30 and 60 miles, British 
rate effective from 1784 to 1801. 
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8- Maritime and transatlantic mail 
From Blois (France) to Quebec, November 28 1801 & Feb 1802

Other points 
of interest 

 During the short period of peace (Peace of 
Amiens) between France and England some mail 
was carried through. Chevalier des Méloizes, 
writes to Canada to get news from his family. 
Des Méloizes distinguished himself at the battle 
of Ste-Foy (1760) and is the author of a book 
on the Seven Year’s War in Canada. Note the 
manuscript notes: “Première” and “S(e)conde”. 
Two similar letters were often send through the 
Atlantic to make sure that at least one joined its 
destination.

Dis-
tance

Means of transport Markings Rate

Top:
About 
3300 
miles

Favored by a passenger on a ship 
destined to Quebec.

None Favored letter

Bottom: Privately brought to London, posted 
from London to Falmouth, carried 
by the “packet boat” Lord Charles, 
that left Falmouth on Feb. 24 1802 

and landed in New York on April 11, 
the letter finally reached Quebec on 

April 22.

 London “Paid” mark-
ing in red Fe 18 1802, 
Quebec straight line: 
Apr. 22 1802, manu-

script:” 5/6”, “5N10½” + 
“2N3” “8N1½”.

A- London-Falmouth, 3 sheets (230 miles): 5/6str 
paid by the sender.

B- Packet boat fee: 1/str (1/1½cy);
New York-U.S. lines(3 sheets): 60c (3/cy);

Lines to Montreal (7d per sheet): (1/9cy) Total to 
Montreal: 5/10½cy

C- Montreal to Quebec (9d per sheet): 2/3cy 
Total charged at Quebec 8/1½cy
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8- Maritime and transatlantic mail
From Quebec to Edinburgh, Oct. 23 1807 

From Cornwall to St.Andrews, Oct. 23 1807

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top: About 
3400 miles

From Quebec to Greenock 
by a private ship, posted in 
Greenock for Edinburgh.

Double circle ship letter markings 
from Quebec and Greenock, Dec. 7, 
forwarding marking from Greenock. 

manuscript “2/9”

2/4strlg for four sheets between Greenock and 
Edinburgh for a distance between 50 and 80 miles. 

Plus 5dstrlg ship letter charge comprising 1d for the 
ship’s captain and a 4d tax applicable to ship letters.

Bot-
tom: 

About 
3700 miles

Privately brought from 
Cornwall to Quebec, send to 
Greenock through a private 

ship, mailed from Greenock to 
St.Andrews.

Double circle ship letter from Que-
bec and (straight line) Greenock ship 
letter marking, forwarding marking 

from Greenock. manuscript “1/” and 
“per Ocean to Ayr”.

This cover didn’t go to Ayr as requested but to 
Greenock (backstamp). It was charged 1/stg to the 
receiver,  made of 7d for a distance between 50 and 
80 miles between Greenock and St.Andrews and 5d 

“ship letter” charge.

Other points 
of interest 

 The letter is signed by Malcolm 
Fraser who distinguished himself 
in the battle of the Plains of Abra-
ham (1759).
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8- Maritime and transatlantic mail
From Blois (France) to Vaudreuil (Canada), through the continental blockade, 1812

Other points of interest 
 Envelopes are very rare before 1845 because the were charged for the extra sheet of paper. The inscription 
on the rear side “Lettres de nos parents en France à garder”,  shows us that this is a rare envelope that went 
through the continental blockade. It was brought to Canada by a ship belonging to John Colville who mostly 
did commerce to the West Indies.

 The communication with France 
After the French Revolution (1792), relations were broken between revolutionary France and 
England. French Canada was therefore cut from the cultural influence of France and for al-
most 20 years, families where deprived of news from their relatives. Napoleon’s continental 
blockade didn’t help the matter.  

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

About 3500 
miles

 Secretly carried to England during the war 
and brought to Canada by a private ship. 

Mailed in Quebec for Montreal and privately 
delivered to Vaudreuil.

(Front) Double circle “Quebec 
ship letter” marking, manu-
script “2N4” (rear) Quebec 

Fleuron (Jul 11 1812)

 2/4 cy, for 3 sheets between Quebec 
and Montreal (single rate 9d, i.e. 2/3 

for 3 sheets) and 1d ship captain’s 
commission. 
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8- Maritime and transatlantic mail
From Liverpool to Montreal, Apr 8 1815.

Other points of interest 
 In 1814-1815 under a British Post Office 
experiment people were allowed to send 
letters abroad by handing them in at a Port 
Post Office, where they paid one-third of 
the rate of a “Packet Letter”. The sender 
could then withdraw the letter and send it 
by any private ship of his choice. Such let-
ters were known as “Post Paid Withdrawn 
Ship Letters”.
In the absence of British Inland post-
marks, it remains unclear how the letter 
was brought to the brig Eliza. Only a few 
Withdrawn Ship Letters are known posted 
to Canada.

Dis-
tance

Means of trans-
port

Markings Rate

About 
3700 miles

 Sailed on board Millar 
and Parlane’s brig 

“Eliza” from Falmouth 
to Quebec, mailed in 
Quebec to Montreal

(Front) Double circle “Quebec ship 
letter” marking, manuscript “P3N9”, 

“3N11½” “1¼ oz” “p(er) Eliza” 
(Rear) Post Paid Withdrawn ship 

letter Liverpool marking and Quebec 
Fleuron May 22 1815

British postage: 5 sheets from Liverpool to Falmouth (377 miles) 
= 1/1str per sheet, less 1d per sheet for packet letter = 1/ per sheet. 
Plus 1/3 per sheet for packet. Total: 2/3 (27d) per sheet . One third 

equals 9d per sheet or 3/9str for 5 sheets. Paid by the sender.
Canadian postage: 3/9cy, for 5 sheet between Quebec and Montreal 
(single rate 9d), and 2½d ship captain’s commission.  Total 3/11½cy, 

paid by the receiver.
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8- Maritime and transatlantic mail

Rate

1N9cy for 3 sheets, paid 
by the sender, on a dis-

tance between 61 and 100 
miles between the point 
of mailing and Quebec, 
this was crossed over in 

London and replaced 
by a charge of 2/stg ship 

letter rate (3 sheets at 
8d). Then was added the 
English inland postage 
rate of 3/6d for 3 sheets 

on a distance between 400 
and 500 miles between 

London and Glasgow and 
an additional charge of 
½d for the maintenance 
of roads in Scotland. For 
a grand total of 5/6½stg 
charged to the receiver.

Other points of interest 
 The first Canadian steamboat was the 
“Accommodation” (1809). Mail was car-
ried by steamboats from 1817 on this 
route. The first “Steamboat” hammer is 
rare (Usage 1817-1826).

Rate

9dcy for one sheet on a distance between 
101 and 200 miles 

Route Distance Means of transport Markings

Top: From a point near Three 
Rivers to Glasgow, Nov. 20 

1815

About 3200 miles Although dated from Quebec, this fold was actu-
ally posted somewhere between Three Rivers and 
Quebec. It was then carried by the ship “Juliana” 

to London.

Front: (stamps) Single line ship letter Quebec (usage 1815-17), 
Framed ship letter

London, Rectangular “Add ½”, Glasgow straight line. Manu-
script:“Pd 1N9”, “2/”, ”5/6” Rear:

Double circle London (Dec. 26 1815).

From Quebec to Mon-
treal, Aug 6 1819

180 miles Carried by one of the first steamboats 
that traveled between Montreal and 

Quebec.

Manuscript marking ““9”, straight line “Steamboat”
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Rate

A- Europe: Free frank of the French state.
B- America: Two cents ship letter fee + 18½c 
American rate (usage 1816-1825) for a dis-

tance between 151 and 400 miles. This trans-
lated to 1/1cy + 1/ special rate from the lines 
to Quebec for a total of 2/1cy charged to the 

receiver.

8- Maritime and transatlantic mail
From Paris to Quebec, circa 1820.

From Nantes to Quebec, Apr 5 1829

Rate

A- Europe: French internal postage: 
7decimes “Voie de mer”:  1dec. For a  to-
tal of  8dec paid to the port of departure.

B- America: Two cents ship letter fee 
+ 18¾c American rate (usage 1825-

1845) for a distance between 151 and 
400 miles. This translated to 1/1cy + 1/ 

special rate from the lines to Quebec for 
a total of 2/1cy charged to the receiver.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings

Top: A- From Paris, France 
to New York (ca. 1820)

Circa 3200 
miles

Posted in Paris, carried by a private ship 
from the French coast to New York

Front: Handstamps: “Ministre de la Marine et des 
Colonies”, “Affranchi par état”

Rear: Double circle marking: “Ministère de la 
Marine”

B- From New York to 
Quebec City

584 miles Marked as a “ship letter” in New York, send 
to Quebec through the Lake Champlain 

exchange in Swanton Vt.

Handstamps: “Ship” in red and in black, New York 
circle “Oct 9”. Manuscript: “2N1””

Bottom A-  From Nantes 
to New York

Circa 3350 
miles

French mail to Le Havre and private ship to 
New York

Handstamps: “P.42 P.” Nantes, Circle 6 avril 1829.
 Manuscript” 8 “ “Par  la voie du Havre et de New 

York”
B- From New York to 

Quebec City
584 miles Marked as a “ship letter” in New York, send 

to Quebec through the Lake Champlain 
exchange in Highgate Vt.

Handstamps:Circle New York May 21, “Ship”
Manuscript: “20½”, “2/1”
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8- Maritime and transatlantic mail
From Quebec to Kingston, Jamaica, August 31 1824.

Other points of interest 
 The writer Wm. River who studies law in Quebec hasn’t received any letter from his sister for over two years: 
“I have written you.. many letters these two years back and am at a loss to account for your silence towards 
me. Perhaps I have misdirected my letters...”. As letters had to be picked up at the post office, the address 
consisted of the name plus the profession: “My address is my name Wm. River Student at Law, Quebec.”

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

About 3000 
miles

 Probably the sloop Neilson that left Quebec 
for Jamaica on Sept 28.

none Favoured
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8- Maritime and transatlantic mail

Other 
points of 
interest 

 This is the finest 
known example 
of the rare sin-
gle oval Montreal 
ship letter post-
mark.

Other points of 
interest 

  After 1815, the ship letter 
rate was raised to 2½dcy. In 
consequence, pretty strange 
rates occur, for example this  
“2/0½” rated cover.   

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top: A- From Montre-
al to Devonport U.K., 

Jul 1 1824

About 3300 miles Carried on board a private ship Single oval “Ship Letter Montreal” 
(Usage: 1819-24)

There was no charge for outgoing 
ship letter mail.

B- From Devonport 
to London

229 miles Mailed in Devenport Front: Boxed “Ship Letter Devon-
port” marking, mss. 1/7

Back: Aug17 1824 London receiving 
mark.

8d ship letter charge plus 11d Brit-
ish inland postage for a distance 

between 170 and 230 miles. For a 
total of 1/7strl paid by the receiver

Bottom: From Gree-
nock (Scotland)  to 
Martintown U.C., 

1829

About 3700 miles From Greenock to Quebec by 
private ship, posted in Quebec 

on Oct. 31 1829  to  Martintown 
U.C. (270 miles from Quebec).

Quebec “Ship letter” (with no outer 
circle) Usage: 1829-1831, Quebec 

Fleuron marking. Manuscript 
marking “2/0½”.

1/10cy for 2 sheets on a distance 
between 200 and 300 miles  (11dcy 

per sheet) plus 2½dcy ship letter 
rate, all charged to the receiver. 
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7- Populated areas left untouched by 
the postal system in 1831. 

A- Land Mail

Other points 
of interest 

These are two old French pop-
ulated villages situated on 
both sides of Montreal that 
weren’t linked to the postal 
system. Vaudreuil, along  the 
road to Ottawa, got a post of-
fice in 1835 and St-Marc, on 
the shore of the Richelieu Riv-
er had to wait 1852. 

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top: From Vaudreuil to Montre-
al, Aug. 21 1817

30 miles

Privately brought to 
Millar & Parlane, ship 
ownwers in Montreal.

 None “Favored letter”

Bottom: From St-Marc (Riche-
lieu) to Montreal, June 13 1819 

38 miles
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4- The way to Halifax and Gaspe Peninsula
Bic  to Quebec.?/?/1822

St-Roch-des-Aulnaies to Quebec, Sept 7 1822

Other points of 
interest

 Before the opening of the 
post office in 1827, almost 
every letter were send “fa-
vored”.

Other points 
of 

interest
Manuscript “Bic” is 
not a postmark but a 
private notation.

Dis-
tance

Means of transport Markings Rate

Top: 179 miles There was no postal road to Bic (near Rimouski) before 1832. The 
letter had to be brought privately and given to the postal courier 
“on his way” at the end of the Temiscouata Portage, somewhere 

between Notre-Dame-du-Portage and St-André-de-Kamouraska 
(108 miles from Quebec).

Hand written 
“9”

9dcy for one sheet on 
a distance between 101 
and 200 miles charged 

to the receiver.

Bottom: 68 miles Privately delivered either by a voyageur or a boat’s captain. None None (“favored letter”)
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2- The first postal route
From  Quebec City to Montreal, Jul.3 1813 & Jan.5 1828

1815-1831: A timid evolution

After the end of the Napoleonic wars and the reopening of the postal route to New York, the postal system in 
Canada slowly began its expansion. In Lower Canada, the number of post offices climbed from 9 in 1815 to 
60 in 1830. On the first postal road, new offices were opened at  Portneuf (1817),  Cap-Santé, Ste-Anne-la-
Pérade, Terrebonne (the last four in 1820).

Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Top:

180 miles Mail was carried twice a week

Top cover: 33mm  ad 4 digits for the year.
Bottom cover: the 35mm and 2 digits for the 

year type. 
The “Fleuron” replaced the straight line 

markings in Quebec City in 1810, it was in 
use until 1832.

(Both covers)
From Quebec to Montre-
al 9dcy for a distance be-
tween 101 and 200 miles 
charged to the receiver.Bottom:
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5- The route from Montreal to the U.S.

Route Distance Means of transport Markings Rate

Upper cover: From Green-
wich to New York by pri-
vate carriers, then mailed 
to Quebec City through 
Montreal . Jan 29 1822

More than 
4000 miles Carried overseas by private 

carriers.  The 1822 cover 
was carried by the “Nestor” 

an American ship which 
regularly crossed the Atlan-
tic between Liverpool and 

New York.

New York circle markings, New 
York “Ship” markings, manu-

script “20½” and “2/1”

Two cents ship letter fee + 
18½c   American rate (usage 

1816-1825) for a distance 
between 151 and 400 miles. 
This translated to 1/1cy + 1/ 
special rate from the lines to 
Quebec for a total of 2/1cy 

charged to the receiver.
Lower cover: From 

Dartmouth England, 
same way thereafter,

Dec 16 1824.

More than 
4100 miles


