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Six years ago, I published a list of presidents of 
the Society with their photographs in Vol. 50, No 1. 
of The Canadian Philatelist. At the time I mentioned 
that, although the Society had photographs of many 
of the first and last presidents, there was a paucity 
of information and photographs for the middle 
group (1920s to 1950s). I asked for help in locating 
the missing photographs. A first 
group of the “missing” appeared in 
Vol. 51, No 3 of our magazine. I am 
now in a position to show you what 
the president from 1928-1931, Jan 
G. Perold, looked like. More than 
that, I am able to give you a fairly 
complete biography of a man who 
was, until today, totally unknown 
in our hobby[1]. For the information 
that has come to light about one 
of our past presidents I am greatly 
indebted to his son Theo O. Perold; 
his daughter-in-law Eleanore Prast 
Perold[2], and granddaughter Marie 
Perold Plock; Ken Wilson, the 
Archivist for the United Church of 
Canada; and Harold Averill, the then 
Acting Archivist of the University of 
Toronto.

The story of the discovery of Reverend Jan Gabriel 
Perold[3] (Figure 1) goes back to 2001 and is due to a 
piece of fortuitous reading and the use of a tool many 
of us forget when writing our articles or preparing 
our exhibits. I like to read old philatelic magazines 
and one of these, The Canadian Philatelist[4], in its 
inaugural number of September 1928 stated, “From 
the daily press we learn that Rev. J. G. Perold, 
President of the Canadian Philatelic Society, Inc., 
has been appointed Lecturer in Political Economy 
at the University of Toronto.” The fact that he 
was a professor at the University of Toronto was 
the key I needed to start unravelling the mystery 
of his life. The other key is the internet. I cannot 
emphasize enough what a remarkable research 
tool this invention is. You can enter a word in any 
of the available search engines and usually come 
up with either a little something about what you 

are looking for or hundreds of sites full of detailed 
information. It dawned on me that the surname 
Perold was probably not a common one in Canada 
and I searched “Canada 411” on the world wide web 
and came up with a listing for four Perolds: two in 
British Columbia and two in Ontario. Two replied: 
Theo, the only surviving child of Professor Perold 

and Marie Plock on behalf of her 
mother, Eleanore Perold, the widow 
of Professor Perold’s eldest son, 
Joshua Jan. The third Perold, Frank 
is the son of Eleanore. The fourth, 
an A. Perold, does not seem to be 
from the same family and has not 
responded to my inquiry.

Jan Gabriel Perold was born 
July 18, 1877 in Paarl, South Africa 
and baptized into the Dutch 
Reformed Church of South Africa 
at Wellington on August 19, 1877. 
Figure 2 is a copy of his baptismal 
certificate issued on June 22, 1923, 
a few months before he immigrated 
to Canada in 1924. The distance 
between the two towns is minimal 
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Figure 1: Prof. Perold circa 1929. 
Courtesy Theo Perold.

Figure 2: A copy of Prof. Perold’s birth certificate.
Courtesy of Theo Perold.
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and it is likely that his parents, Jozua Francois Perold and Helena 
Maria Brink, could have lived in either town or on a farm or vineyard 
nearby there (Figure 3). Little is known about his earlier life in South 
Africa. But we do know that he obtained a Bachelor of Divinity degree 
from Princeton University, New Jersey (Figure 4), following which 
he spent 17 years as a church minister in South Africa. It must have 
been at this period that he became interested in stamps as, according 
to Eleanor Perold, “he brought with him a large quantity of stamps 
which he had collected for a number of years”.

In South Africa, Professor Perold married Rosa Maria Elizabeth 
Haese, daughter of Gustave Haese and Elizabeth Peters. Mrs. Perold 
was born in Uniondale, South Africa, April 20, 1882, and died in 
Toronto on September 7, 1945, at the age of 63 (Figure 5). They had three 
children, all born in South Africa. The eldest, Elizabeth (Bessie) Maria, 
was born at Paarl on October 22, 1907, and was training as a nurse at 
the Toronto Western Hospital when she contracted tuberculosis and 
died on June 5, 1929, aged 21. Joshua Jan was born on March 6, 1912 
in Victoria West, Cape Province, and graduated from the University of 
Toronto in Chemical Engineering. He died April 9, 1987. He married 
Lillian Eleanore Prast on June 10, 1937 in her mother’s home. She was 
born April 27, 1915 in Hanover, Ontario. They had three children, 
Frank, Jackey and Marie. Eleanore died May 26, 2003. Theodore Otto 
was born in Victoria West on October 2, 1915. He married Lillian Peer 
and they had two children, Owen and Sharon Elizabeth (Figure 6).

Theo Perold writes, “the reason he brought us to Canada was to 
further his studies”. Professor Perold emigrated with all his family in 
1924 and entered the University of Toronto that year and obtained a 
Master of Arts degree in 1926. The subject of his MA thesis was Labour 
problems in the gold-mining industry of the Transvaal. He used the stamps 
he brought with him from South Africa to defray part of the expenses 

Figure 3: Part map of South Africa showing the proximity of Paarl 
where Prof. Perold was born and Wellington where he was baptized.

RIGHT (from top to bottom): Figure 4: A photograph taken of Jan G. Perold on the left and an 
unnamed friend when they were studying at Princeton University. The handwritten caption reads, 
“Best wishes from two Afrikaners in Yankeeland”. Courtesy of Theo Perold.

Figure 5: Prof. Perold and his wife Rosa Maria Haese in the early 1940s.
Courtesy of Eleanore Perold.

Figure 6: A Perold family photograph taken, according to Theo Perold, in 1930 a few months after 
Bessie died in 1929. Her picture was added to the composition. Clockwise from left: Mrs Perold, 
Theodore (Theo), Elizabeth (Bessie), Joshua (Joe) and Prof. Perold. Courtesy of Theo Perold.
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of maintaining his family while he was studying. 
Eleanore Perold says, “he sold a large number of 
stamps through a man in Ottawa and a dealer in 
Toronto.” There were apparently only a few stamps 
left when, in November 1928, he parlayed his thesis 
into an appointment as a lecturer in the Department 
of Economics of his Alma Mater. He taught there 
until his death.

I have been able to find only a few references to 
his teaching career. The first is a series of three short 
articles in the University of Toronto’s school paper, 
The Varsity, where an anonymous reporter wrote on 
January 21, 1931 about a petition submitted by 90 of 
his third-year Pass Economics students concerning 
his teaching methods, a petition he is reported to 
have turned down. A week later, on January 28, The 
Varsity reports on a statement Professor Perold made 
in class arguing that his teaching methods were 
sound and berating the students for harassing him.

“I want to protest about this persecution to which 
I have been subjected in the past. I have been told 
that I am incompetent and that I am wasting your 
time. I am told that I am so pig-headed that I would 
not listen. If that is so of the majority of the class as 
it is of the 90 who signed the petition, my career is 
wrecked at the university. It means that I am to be 
thrown on the junk-heap.”

Professor Perold went on to demand that the 
class do something before the next lecture. After his 
departure one of the students, L. S. Davis, asked the 
class to sign their names to a letter to be presented 
the next day. The Varsity reports that the next day, 
“he was greeted with applause” when he entered 
the room and Mr. Davis read out the support letter 

signed by 126 students disassociating themselves 
with the criticism levelled on the Professor. 

The second reference is an interview he gave on 
February 2, 1935, to the Toronto Telegram in support 
of Prime Minister R. B. Bennett’s unemployment 
insurance proposals in which he defends the 
theory that unemployment insurance is not akin to 
unemployment relief. In the article Professor Perold 
is described as a lecturer in political economy at 
the University of Toronto and an expert in labour 
relations. The last reference is housed at the Toronto 
Public Library. Its reference library on Yonge Street 
has two publication series produced by Professor 
Perold, likely for his students. One is on credit unions 
and contains five study units (call number 334.2 P26 
C.1.). The second is a published article entitled The 
Rochdale Plan of Consumer Co-Operation, which is 
found in the Workers Educational Association of Canada
magazine[5]. This article is followed by five study 
units on the same subject and although unsigned, 
they seem to be of the same vintage and style 
as Professor Perold’s other study units mentioned 
above (call number 370.6 W59 no. 1).

Despite being a university professor, he still kept 
up his original calling as an ordained minister. He 
held services for the Dutch community at Toronto’s 
Church of All Nations at 423 Queen Street West at 
the corner of Spadina Road (Figures 7 & 8) for 12 
years (1933-1944) and also was a member and an 
elder of College Street United Church (College and 
Bathurst Streets, Figure 9).

Figure 7: Church of All Nations circa 1960s. The Reverend Perold ministered 
there from 1933 to 1944. (INSET): Figure 8. Reverend Perold and the other 
staff members at the Church of All Nations in 1942.

Figure 9. The College Street United Church as seen 
today surrounded by a modern condominium building.
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It is rather unusual to have a 
post office in a church (Figure 
10) but one existed in the 
Church of All Nations. Not a 
postal outlet as we philatelists 
define them since there existed 
official Post Office Department 
outlets at 338 and 372 Queen 
Street West during the period of 
operation of the Church of All 
Nations post office. It was, in 
fact, a post-box service available 
for the members of the church’s 
communities. The cost of the box 
rental was 25 cents per year and 
there were 1100 boxes available. 
Unfortunately the short history 
of the Church of All Nations, 
One Lord •• One Door •• One 
People, published in 1963, does not give details as 
to when the post office opened or closed. This post 
office may have been a source of stamps and postal 
history for the Reverend Perold’s collections.

Perold must have joined the Canadian Philatelic 
Society (CPS) shortly after arriving in Canada in 
1924 as he is listed as a member of the Society in 
the 1925 Year Book. Although never having served 
on the Board of the CPS, the Reverend Perold, the 
title he used in philately, was elected its 
president on January 30, 1928, as 
the successor to Fred Jarrett, 
OC, RDP. One of the major 
philatelic events during his 
tenure as president was the 
American Philatelic Society’s 
annual convention held in 
Toronto August 23-25, 1928 
(Figure 11).  He was re-elected 
president in 1929 and 1930 and 
is listed as such in the September 
1930 List of Members. The Stamp 
Collector’s Magazine of June 
1931 reported on his retirement 
address to the Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) of April 26, 1931, 
in which “he clearly showed that 
the Society has come successfully 
through a period of tribulation. 
The lethargic condition of the 
past two years – caused entirely 
by former official neglect and 
carelessness – has been completely 
overcome, and today we stand 

foursquare to all the winds that blow, ready to show 
that ‘Canada’s National Society’ is a live issue and 
an organization worth belonging to.”

This report, as written, seemed to indicate that 
The Reverend Perold and his board members 
were derelict in their duties. The Stamp Collector’s 
Magazine, in its July 1931 edition, gave a correction, 
printed in bold, which read, 

“In the June issue of the S. C. M. it was stated in the 
report of the C. P. S. that the lethargic condition of 

the past two years was caused entirely by official 
neglect and carelessness. This should have 

read, “The lethargic condition of the past 
two years was caused entirely by a former 
official’s neglect and carelessness.” “

Perold was elected as a director of 
the CPS at the 1931 AGM. At the AGM 

of April 16, 1932, he was elected vice-
president. He ran again for election to the 
Board of the CPS but was defeated at the 
AGM of April 8, 1933. I don’t know if this 
defeat was the cause for his resigning from 
the Society but he is no longer a member by 
1939. Magazines of that period indicated who 
made application to the Society but did not 
report on resignations so the exact date of his 
departure from the CPS is unknown to me. 
Leaving organized philately did not mean that 
he quit stamp collecting completely. Figure 12 

shows an example of one of several First Day 
Covers addressed to him that I have seen.

Figure 10. The post office with 1,100 post-boxes.

Figure 11: The badge the Reverend Perold wore at the American 
Philatelic Society’s annual convention in Toronto in August 1928.
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Notes in the biographical files of the United Church 
that were likely written down by the minister giving 
the sermon at his funeral at the Church of All 
Nations indicate that, “... he has been the minister 
of the Congregation of the people of Holland ... . 
Mr. Smith[6], the superintendent, speaks of him as 
one of the most faithful and diligent members of 
the staff. An earnest preacher of the word. A tireless 
Pastor. Deeply interested in any movement which 
might improve the welfare of the people. Rich in 

the qualities of friendship. His going is deeply 
mourned, his presence is really missed.”

Professor Perold died on October 19, 1944 in 
hospital after an illness of several months and is 
interred at Mount Pleasant Cemetery in Toronto. 
Theo Perold’s closing words are, “I will always 
remember the album of stamps that he had, which 
were sold after his death to Les Davenport.”  *

[1] Much is still to be discovered as I gather Professor 
Perold did not share information willingly. He was, as 
his daughter-in-law, Eleanore Perold, points out,
“a very private person”.

[2] Mrs. Perold passed away in 2003.

[3] Some philatelic references refer to him as J. G. Perold 
and during his life he may have used the fi rst name 
John instead of Jan as this is the name inscribed on 
his tombstone.

[4] The Canadian Philatelist mentioned above is a different 
publication than the one you are currently reading.

[5] The Reference Library has tear sheets of the article 
and not the publication itself so it is impossible to 
date the article at this time.

[6] Reverend Dr. J. Lavell Smith, Superintendent, Church 
of All Nations (1942-1959).

Figure 12. A 3¢ 1932 Ottawa Conference FDC from the Perold 
Collection.

If you are reading this right now, like
thousands of others, you have just proven that 
advertising in The Canadian Philatelist gets 
attention.

If you run a philatelically related 
service, then this publication is a 
MUST for getting your message 
out to potential customers.

The Canadian Philatelist is an 
award-winning publication on 
many levels that is read by
several thousand stamp
collectors around the globe! 

If these are the types of
individuals you are interested 
in attracting to your business, 
then call or e-mail Jim Szeplaki
to find out how.

The Canadian Philatelist
(905) 646-7744 x223 • jims@trajan.ca

URGENTURGENT  NOTICENOTICE!!
Si vous êtes en train de lire ceci, tout comme des
milliers d'autres personnes, vous venez de prouver que 
la publicité placée dans Le Philatéliste canadien attire 
l'attention.

Si vous dirigez un service connexeà la 
philatélie et que vous souhaitiez
transmettre un message à d'éventuels 
clients, ce périodique
est INCONTOURNABLE.

Le Philatéliste canadien est un périodique 
primé à plusieurs niveaux et lu par des 
milliers de philatélistes autour du globe!

Si ces derniers sont le genre de personnes 
que votre entreprise cherche à rejoindre, 
n'hésitez pas à prendre contact avec Jim 
Szeplaki, par téléphone ou par courriel, 
pour connaître les dispositions nécessaires 
au placement de votre annonce.

Le Philatéliste canadien
(905) 646-7744 x223 • jims@trajan.ca
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