
Bonaventure Island 

by Fernand Belanger 

A French-language version of this note 
first appeared in la Philatelie au uebec, 
Vol. 8, No. 7, p. 17 mars 1982 ; the trans
lation is by the author. 

In the municipal county of Gaspe-Est, 
four kilometres from the city of Perce, 
lies Bonaventure Island, 4 km long by 
1.2 km wide (Fig. 1). 

Around the year 1850, a large fishing 
company was purchased and operated there 
by the Le Boutillier brothers, who employed 
120 men to work on 38 boats. About 30 years 
later, in 1881, residents asked the Quebec 
District Postal Inspector, Mr. W. G. Shep
pard, to open a post office on the island. 
On October 25, 1881 the inspector sent the 
request to the Postmaster General with the 
pertinent information. He mentioned that 
there were 36 families living there and 
that a chapel had been built where the 
priest from Perce was celebrating mass once 
a month. He added that during the winter 
people went over to Perce on an ice bridge, 

while in sulTV!ler they crossed in small boats. 
It was not until August 18, 1884 that 

the Postmaster General decided to open a 
post office on the island. It started 
operation on December 1, 1884. Over the 
years, four people worked there as post
masters: 
Mr. Philip Bossy 1884 12 01 - 1891 08 28 
Mr. Peter J. Duval 1892 01 01 - 1929 01 22 
Mr. William Duval 1829 02 19 - 1955 04 25 
Mrs. Agnes M. Donohue Jr. 

1955 07 02 - 1963 10 31 
It seems that these postmaster~ all 

used the same broken circle hammer over the 
years ( Fig. 2). It is interesting to note 
that there is no proof strike of th~ in
strument in the New York Philatelic Foun
dation proof impression book (1875- 1895). 

According to the Report of the Post
master General for 1885, postmaster Philip 
Bossy also had the contract to carry the 
mail between the island and the post office 
of Perce. He received $60 annually for 
transporting the mail over the three mile 
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Fig. 2 

route three times per week. The means of 
transport not being specified in the con
tract, he must have used the methods men
tioned above. 

On the post office record card it is 
noted that the post office was located in 
the lobby of the hotel; it was scheduled 
to become a summer office in 1964, meaning 
t hat it would be open only from April 1 to 
October 31. This decision was never put 

into effect because the post office was 
officially closed on October 31, 1963. 
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Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force 
Postmarks, 1914-1S - Part II 

by E. R. (Ritch) Toop 

The use of distinctive Canadian post
marks overseas during World War I was 
short-lived. The large 38 mm crm~n-over
ci rc le cance l lers were removed from use in 
early 1915 and, although eight smaller 
steel cancellers were prepared, presumably 
for the Second Division, none have been 
reported as being used. There are several 
reports of these postmarks one cover or 
piece in which the usage indicates purely 

"favour" or "courtesy" items. 
The eight smaller hammers together 

with two brass seals are illustrated in 
Fi gs. 13 to 22. All dates shown a re proo
fing dates; sizes are noted under each 
item. It is interesting to note the spel
ling of hammer number 15 (Fig. 19) as 
EXEPDITIONARY rather than EXPEDITIONARY. 
WhTTe these hammers were numbered 9 to 16 
inclusively, the significance of the num-
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